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Father Mirco Sosio, AVI, expresses the unity of the presbyterate by imposing his hands on newly ordained Father Gerard Alba. Father Alba was ordained Nov. 15 at the Cathedral of St. Peter in Kansas City, 
Kansas. 

Deacon Gerard Alba stands before Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann as he prepares for ordination to 
the priesthood. 

K
ANSAS CITY, Kan. 
— It’s nice to know 
that someone has 
your back, especially 
during the really im-
portant moments of 
your life.

When Father Gerard Alba was pre-
sented to Archbishop Joseph F. Nau-
mann for ordination to the priesthood 
on Nov. 15 at St. Peter’s Cathedral, a lot 
of people had his back.

Not only were the first seven pews 
filled with his relatives, there wasn’t 
an empty seat in the cathedral. A good 
number of people even stood at the 
back.

 After the archbishop accepted him, 
it was the people’s turn to give their 
assent — which they did with thunder-
ous applause.

“I’ll take that as approval for the 
candidate,” Archbishop Naumann said.

Father Alba, 33, a native of the Re-

public of the Philippines but raised in 
the United States, was the fourth man 
to be ordained to the priesthood for 
the archdiocese this year. His is the 
first priestly vocation from the Church 
of the Ascension in Overland Park. Fa-
ther Alba was ordained a deacon on 
May 17, 2013, at Curé of Ars Parish in 
Leawood.

Archbishop Naumann was the or-
daining minister, main celebrant and 
homilist. Archbishop Emeritus James 
P. Keleher and some 50 priests concel-
ebrated. Several deacons and seminari-
ans were also present.

During the ordination rite, Fa-
ther Alba promised his obedience                        

Archdiocese celebrates fourth priestly ordination this year
seal of approval

>> See “PRIESTLY” on page 6
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I
t is with considerable regret 
that we acknowledge yes-
terday’s decision by the U.S. 
Supreme Court to allow a 
federal judge to strike down 
the Kansas marriage amend-

ment. By recalling that 70 percent 
of Kansas voters in 2005 chose to 
protect the institution of marriage, 
it would seem clear that this recent 
social issue is far from resolved in 
the minds and hearts of Kansans. 
In addressing this judicial decision, 
we also must note that the church’s 
teaching on marriage is not simply 
a “position” on a political issue be-
cause marriage is not a creation of 
the state. Rather, marriage is part of 
the natural order instituted by God 
and even well-intentioned, conscien-
tious members of the legislature and 
judiciary cannot alter a given reality. 
Such truth simply does not change 
with the times.

No statement on marriage is com-
plete without asserting our core be-
lief that all people, including those 
with same-sex attraction, are be-
loved children of God. Indeed, a fact 
oftentimes lost in this discussion is 
that many homosexual persons find a 
loving home in the Catholic Church. 

They encounter among us not only 
revealed truth but brothers and sis-
ters who are anxious to journey with 
them on the path of holiness. Howev-
er, any effort to stretch the meaning 
of marriage beyond its essential defi-
nition, even in a benevolent effort of 
inclusiveness, does an injustice to 
all. True happiness comes only when 
we embrace God’s plan for us. As ex-
plained so beautifully by St. Augus-
tine, our hearts are restless until they 
rest in the Lord. 

Beyond our religious beliefs we 
also would note that marriage is 
the very foundation of human so-
ciety. Its value extends far beyond 
the individual man and woman who 
embrace it. By its very nature, it in-
volves the coming together of a male 
and a female not only for their own 
good but likewise for the good of 
children and the stability of society. 
Therefore, it is equally important to 
note that every child wants to know 
his or her mother and father, to be 
with them, and to be loved by them. 
Tragic circumstances sometimes 
render this impossible and we have 
great admiration for the many noble 
and dedicated single parents, grand-
parents, adoptive parents, and others 

who nurture children in challenging 
situations. However, for the state to 
decide that substantial numbers of 
children will intentionally go with-
out mothers or fathers is an extraor-
dinary injustice. 

It is our understanding that the 
decision to strike down Kansas’ mar-
riage amendment will continue to be 
appealed, and it appears that the U.S. 
Supreme Court will ultimately de-
cide the issue for the entire country. 
We are grateful for last week’s de-
cision by the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Sixth Circuit upholding the 
right of states to legally recognize 
and protect the meaning of marriage 
as exclusively between one man and 
one woman. It is our hope that the 
U.S. Supreme Court will affirm the 
Sixth Circuit’s decision.

We pray for a restoration of re-
spect for the true meaning of mar-
riage in our country. We pray that 
those individuals who experience 
same-sex attraction find comfort in 
the love of God as they strive to live 
in accordance with God’s will. Final-
ly, we pray for those faithful Chris-
tians who will undoubtedly face 
criticism, ostracism, and even perse-
cution in the coming years for their 

steadfast adherence to the Gospel’s 
timeless teaching on human sexual-
ity.

 

Most Reverend 
Joseph F. Naumann

Archbishop of Kansas City in Kansas 

Most Reverend 
John B. Brungardt 

Bishop of Dodge City

 
Most Reverend 

Edward J. Weisenburger
Bishop of Salina

 Most Reverend 
Carl A. Kemme

Bishop of Wichita

Joint Statement of the roman Catholic Bishops of Kansas

‘Marriage is part of the 
natural order instituted by God’

Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann Bishop John B. Brungardt Bishop edward J. Weisenburger Bishop Carl A. Kemme

This past Sun-
day, I cele-
brated Mass 

at the St. Lawrence 
Catholic Campus 
Center at the Univer-
sity of Kansas. The 
Gospel, as you will 
recall, was the para-
ble of the talents.

I began by quoting from 
Princess Prayer, a blog that 
is written by Emily and 
Caroline Thompson, two 
20-something women who 
grew up in the archdiocese. 
During their college years 
and beyond, they both served 
as staff members at Prairie 
Star Ranch, our archdiocesan 
youth camp in Williamsburg.

After graduating from 
Notre Dame this spring, 
Caroline decided to do a year 
of volunteer service in South 
Africa. In the Oct. 27 blog, 
she wrote: 

“Please just don’t be 
stupid. 

“I am pretty sure that 
is one of the last pieces of 
advice I received before 
leaving for Africa four 
months ago. Well, that is the 
message I got, though I’m 
sure my parents put it more 
eloquently than that.

“And I took their words to 
heart. I mean, I truly believe 
I have made good judgments 
so far. Seat belts. Buddy 
system. Avoiding raw meat.

“But Mom and Dad, I 
did something stupid today. 
Don’t worry; it only lasted 
45 seconds. I didn’t get hurt. 
And I actually thought a long 
time before I decided to do 
it. At 3 p.m. this afternoon, I 
dove off the highest bungee 
jump in the world.

“I know it’s crazy, but 
I just had to do it. And I 

promise I won’t do another 
stupid thing again! Unless 
you consider cage diving 
with great white sharks 
stupid . . . because that’s 
scheduled for Saturday.

“I don’t know what has 
gotten into me lately. Usually, 
I am perfectly content sitting 
on the sidelines (or sleeping, 
rather, if you know me well). 
But it seems that once you 
do one crazy thing on faith 
alone, you wonder what else 
might be possible. I already 
jumped across the ocean to 
live in Africa for a year, so 
what’s another jump (way 
shorter than a 17-hour flight)? 
And as long as I’m diving 
off a bridge, why not dive 
into a salty ocean with the 
monsters that have earned 
their own week on ‘Animal 
Planet’?” 

The parable of the talents 
can sound harsh. After all, 
the poor third servant got 
only one talent, much less 
than his fellow servants. Why 
was the master so tough with 
him? He did not steal his 
master’s money.

He could have used 
some public relations or 
communication training. 
It was definitely not a 
good idea to start off his 
explanation of why he had 
failed to grow the money 
entrusted to him by calling 
his master “a demanding 
person” who harvested what 
he did not plant. It is usually 
not a good strategy to blame 
your boss for your lack of 
productivity.

In the end, why did he 
bury his talent? The servant’s 
explanation was in one word: 
“fear.” He was immobilized 
by his fear of failure, his fear 
of disappointing his master. 

Jesus did not intend the 
description of the master 
in the parable to give us 
anything close to a complete 
portrait of God. We have 
to interpret this parable in 
the context of the entirety 
of Jesus’ teaching, which 
reveals our heavenly Father 
as incredibly compassionate 
and merciful. 

The parable does, 
however, teach us a lot about 
ourselves. First of all, it 
reminds us that our life is a 
gift that has been entrusted 
to us. God has loved us into 
being. We are created in his 
divine image. We are called 
to know, love and serve the 
One who fashioned us out 
of love. We are not owners 
of our lives, but stewards of 
them.  

The parable also reminds 
us that we have a limited 
amount of time in this world 
and we were created to be 
fruitful. It is not enough 
for disciples of Jesus just 
to avoid misusing the gifts 
that have been entrusted 
to them. For the disciple, it 
is not sufficient simply to 
get ourselves to heaven, as 
challenging as that may be. 
We are being called to live 
in such a way that we draw 
others to Jesus. It is our 
mission to bring others to 
heaven with us.

To do this, we cannot 
allow ourselves to be 
paralyzed by fear. Why? Well, 
if we have paid attention to 
the teaching of Jesus at all, 
then we realize we are not 
serving a harsh master. We 
are so loved that the Son of 
God gave his life on Calvary 
to liberate us from our 
mistakes, our sins, with his 
merciful love.  

St. John Paul II made the 
theme of his pontificate: 
“Be not afraid.” We find this 
phrase sprinkled throughout 
the Scriptures. It is what the 
Angel Gabriel said to Mary 
at the Annunciation (Lk 1:30) 
and communicated to Joseph 
in a dream (Mt 1:20). It is 
what Jesus told the disciples 
who were petrified by the 
storm on the Sea of Galilee 
(Jn 6:20). It was what the 
angel told the women who 
discovered the empty tomb 
on Easter morning (Mt 28:5).

Our world is very 
good at providing us with 
opportunities for pleasure 
that can “entertain” us for 
a while, but leave us empty 
in the end. In a culture that 
has so much materially, 
we see so many signs of 
despair. Disciples of Jesus 
are called to radiate the joy 
of the Gospel, a joy that 
comes from knowing that we 
are loved by the One who 
alone can satisfy the deepest 
longings of our hearts. It is 
this joy that the world so 
desperately craves. 

A couple weeks ago, I 
had the privilege to witness 
the final profession of vows 
by Sister Lourdes Nieto 
of the Sisters, Servants of 
Mary. This past Saturday, I 
ordained a new priest for the 
archdiocese, Father Gerard 
Alba. It was beautiful to 
see the joy in both of their 
eyes as they made such bold 
commitments to follow Jesus 
and serve his people.

It takes a similar 
fearlessness for a man and a 
woman to profess before God 
their wedding vows, pledging 
an undying, faithful love. 
We see this same courage in 
young adults volunteering to 
dedicate a significant portion 
of their lives to serve others 
nearby or faraway. 

I am not recommending 
for anyone to do bungee 
jumping or to swim with 

sharks, but I am inviting 
you to allow yourself to get 
caught up in the amazing 
adventure of following Jesus 
in the unique circumstances 
of your life. 

If we allow our hearts 
to be penetrated by God’s 
amazing love, then we will 
find the courage to be bold 
witnesses of the Gospel in 
the world today.  
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calendar

ArChBIShoP
NAuMANN
nov. 20 
holy Sepulcher annual bish-
ops’ mass and dinner

nov. 23  
crosier mass and brunch — 
Savior Pastoral center

St. rose Philippine duch-
esne award, mass and 
reception — mound city

nov. 25 
catholic Foundation of 
northeast Kansas annual 
meeting

nov. 26 
chancery staff thanksgiv-
ing mass and breakfast

nov. 27
thanksgiving day 

ArChBIShoP
Keleher
nov.  20 
holy Sepulcher annual bish-
ops’ mass and dinner

nov. 23 
mass — Federal prison 
camp

nov. 26 
chancery staff mass and 
breakfast

nov. 27 thanksgiving day

nov. 30 mass — Federal 
prison camp

god’s love gives us the courage to be bold witnesses

Concrete Work
Any type of repair and new work

Driveways, Walks, Patios
Member of Queen of the Holy Rosary Parish

Harvey M. Kascht (913) 262-1555

LIFE CHANGING EVENT?
need to sell a home and personal 

property? We buy everything at once 
and in as is condition.

Call Maggie Sheehan at 816-444-1950 
or http://wholeestates.com
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By Jessica Langdon
jessica@theleaven.com

KANSAS CITY, Kan. —  
Shoppers sick of the slick 
packaging and commer-
cialization of Christmas 

have long turned to Ten Thousand 
Villages in Overland Park as a place 
to find unique and handcrafted gifts 
for Christmas.

Now, the same shop will help 
two parishes in different cities of 
the archdiocese check 
an important item off 
their respective wish 
lists.

A community sales 
event at the store on 
Nov. 30 will help raise 
money for new mul-
tilingual textbooks 
for Our Lady of Unity 
Parish in Kansas City, 
Kansas.

A budding partnership between 
Our Lady of Unity and St. Michael 
the Archangel Parish in Leawood 
called Companions in Faith identi-
fied those books as a catechetical 
need of Our Lady of Unity.

And as the parishes brainstormed 
ways to make it happen, Dennis 
Shields, a member of the communi-
ty service outreach committee at St. 
Michael, thought of the fair-trade gift 
store and its opportunities for sales 
events to benefit local organizations.

So from  noon to 4 p.m. on Nov. 30, 
15 percent of the proceeds from each 

sale will go toward the book fund.
Though many of the kids at Our 

Lady of Unity are bilingual, many of 
the parents who volunteer to teach 
classes are more comfortable with 
Spanish, explained Angela Markley, a 
member of Our Lady of Unity Parish 
and part of the Companions in Faith 
committee.

So, books in both languages will 
make a big difference. 

Bridge building like this is what 
Companions in Faith is all about.

Many local parishes 
have developed rela-
tionships with “sister 
parishes” overseas, said 
Father Brian Schieber, 
pastor of St. Michael the 
Archangel.

For example, he said, 
“We have a mission in 
Honduras.

“The archbishop has 
said that’s wonderful — we want to 
continue to support the foreign mis-
sions — but we also need to cultivate 
a greater sense of unity and support 
for one another within our own arch-
diocese.”’

And so, when the two parishes 
came together this spring, both did 
some soul searching to identify their 
own “weeds and seeds,” explained 
Ann Ekis, a member of the Compan-
ions in Faith committee at St. Mi-
chael.

According to the Companions in 
Faith mission statement, the commu-
nities come together, each sharing its 

own blessings, with special focus on 
spiritual, temporal, educational and 
social needs of parishioners of both 
parishes.

“The needs and wants just 
matched up so perfectly,” said Mar-
kley.

Early on, parishioners from both 
parishes served side by side at Cath-
olic Charities of Northeast Kansas’ 
Hope Distribution Center in Kansas 
City, Kansas.

“Parishioners from both parishes 
came together in doing a corporal 
work of mercy,” said Father Schieber. 
“We could get to know each other as 
we worked together on something 
tangible in our Catholic faith.”

Then, members of St. Michael the 
Archangel Parish attended the day-
long Unityfest at Our Lady of Unity 
in September.

Father Kent O’Connor, pastor of 
Our Lady of Unity, felt that his “pa-
rishioners have particularly benefit-
ed and enjoyed the Great Adventure 
Bible series (hosted by St. Michael 
parishioners) and the doughnut Sun-
day at St. Michael’s” that followed.

Our Lady parishioners look for-
ward to hosting St. Michael partici-
pants at their overnight Our Lady of 
Guadalupe celebration in December, 
said Markley.

And Our Lady of Unity has been 
selected as the “fund a need” for St. 
Michael’s Defender’s Ball in Febru-
ary 2015.

The people who have been in-
volved in Companions in Faith from 

both parishes love what they’ve ex-
perienced so far and hope this will 
keep growing in the future — the 
pastors included. 

“Although we are always collabo-
rating with the archbishop and the 
other priests of the archdiocese, it 
sometimes feels like we are ‘doing 
our own thing’ as pastors,” said Fa-
ther O’Connor.

“It’s nice to work in such an in-
tentional and clear way with another 
pastor,” he continued.

And all involved hope other par-
ishes will explore how they might be 
able to pair up, as well.

The two parishes announced their 
own relationship to parishioners on the 
solemnity of Corpus Christi this year, 
especially fitting given that the name 
— Companions in Faith — is based on 
the Latin root “panis,” or bread.

Father Schieber loves that con-
nection and the “beautiful eucha-
ristic overtone” in the name Father 
O’Connor gave to the program.

“This relationship is one that’s 
rooted in faith,” said Father Schieber. 
“We are true companions in faith.”

coMpanions in faith

learn more about 
companions in Faith 
and ways to sup-
port it by visiting the 
website at: www.
companionsinfaith.
weebly.com.

LeAveN PHoTo By SuSAN MCSPAddeN

Father Kent o’Connor, left, pastor of our lady of unity Parish in Kansas City, Kansas, welcomes Father Brian Schieber, pastor of St. Michael the Archangel Parish in leawood, to our lady of unity’s 
parish festival this summer. the two parishes have a budding sister parish relationship. Between the two priests are Marilyn and tom o’Connor, Father Kent’s parents.

Support Companions in Faith
When: noon-4 p.m. on nov. 30
Where: ten thousand villages, 7947 
Santa Fe drive, overland Park
Details: Fifteen percent of proceeds 
from each sale will benefit the compan-
ions in Faith fund for multilingual cate-
chist textbooks for our lady of Unity 
Parish in Kansas city, Kansas.
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By Joe Bollig
joe@theleaven.com

KANSAS CITY, Kan. — Ad-
vent and Christmas are sup-
posed to be peaceful, prayer-
ful times to celebrate the 

Savior.
There are times, however, when you 

want to unleash your inner Charlie 
Brown and scream at the top of your 
lungs: 

“Isn’t there ANYONE who knows 
what Christmas is all about?” 

Glad you asked. 
Decompress, unstress and ditch the 

frenzied, commercialized Christmas 
scene by attending the “St. Nicholas 
Festival of Lessons and Carols” and 
Christmas crèche display on Dec. 5 at 
the Cathedral of St. Peter, 409 N. 15th 
St., in Kansas City, Kansas.

The evening will begin with a dis-
play of Christmas crèches in the parish 
center at 6 p.m., followed by the lessons 
and carols at 7:15 p.m. performed by the 
polyphonic choir Sursum Corda, led by 
director and organist Kevin Vogt.

All are welcome to this free event. 
The musical portion will last about an 
hour. Ample parking is available. 

The St. Nicholas Festival of Lessons 
and Carols is sponsored by the Cath-
olic Fine Arts Council of the Catholic 
Foundation of Northeast Kansas and 
hosted by the Cathedral of St. Peter 
Parish.

“The words ‘Sursum Corda’ actual-
ly come from the Mass,” said Vogt, di-
rector of sacred liturgy music and art 
at St. Michael the Archangel Parish in 
Leawood. “It’s Latin for ‘Lift up your 
hearts.’”

Polyphonic means, literally, “many 
voices.” Polyphonic music is produced 
by each vocalist singing a different 
melody simultaneously. This tech-
nique, which developed in European 
Christianity more than 1,000 years 
ago, produces beautiful, otherworldly 
sounds.

The modern format of the Festival 
of Lessons and Carols was developed 
in the Anglican Church in the 1880s, 
but its roots reach far back, said Vogt. 

“The format of a service using Scrip-
ture readings and carols has its origins 
in medieval times, before the Reforma-
tion, when the night office of matins 
was prayed and Christmas carols were 
substituted for the psalms,” he said.

This year the program will feature 
four readings and seven pieces of mu-

sic. Some music will be just for the 
choir, and other music will be for the 
audience and the choir.

The four readings will be “The Leg-
end of St. Nicholas,” from a Greek au-
thor in the 9th century; a reading of 
“The Gift of the Magi,” by O. Henry;  
“The Journey of the Magi,” by T.S. El-
iot; and the opening of the Gospel of 
John.

This is the second year for the event, 
said Father Harry Schneider, cathedral 
rector. Originally, it was associated 
with the Crosier Society, but this year 
has been opened to everyone.

“Last August, the Catholic Fine Arts 
Council had a meeting, and there was 

a discussion about this,” said Father 
Schneider, also a council member. “I 
said if we’re looking at early December, 
what about as a theme tying it into the 
feast of St. Nicholas?”

“Speaking for myself, as a German- 
American, I look forward to St. Nich-
olas Day (Dec. 6) as much as Christ-

mas,” he continued.
Father Schneider expects there will 

be at least 100 Christmas crèches on 
display.

“Everyone is invited,” said Father 
Schneider. “This is a beautiful oppor-
tunity for spiritual preparation for 
Christmas.”

Do you hear what i hear? 
cathedral offers ‘lessons and carols’

Shop and support Keeler 
Women’s Center

overland ParK — on nov. 23 
from noon to 4 p.m., 15 percent of 
all purchases at ten thousand vil-
lages here, located at 7947 Santa 
Fe, will go to support programs and 
services to women coming to Kee-
ler Women’s center in Kansas city, 
Kansas. 

the center, a ministry of the 
benedictine Sisters of atchison, fo-
cuses on empowering women in the 
urban core of Kansas city, Kansas, 
through education, advocacy, and 
personal and spiritual development.

leavenWorth — the University of 
Saint mary here is debuting a new scholars 
program for promising students interested 
in careers in Stem (science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics) fields.

as part of the aspire to Succeed pro-
gram, qualified students interested in 
majoring in biology, chemistry or math-
ematics can earn a scholarship of up to 
$10,000 a year to further their studies, as 
well as participate in multiple learning en-
richment activities.

Funding for the program and its related 
scholarships comes from a $600,000 na-
tional Science Foundation grant. 

the Stem fields represent a vast op-
portunity for tomorrow’s professionals. 

according to projections from the bureau 
of labor Statistics, Stem employment will 
grow more than 13 percent between 2012 
and 2022.

locally, the need for Stem workers with 
at least a bachelor’s degree is expected to 
similarly expand. a June 2013 study of the 
Kansas city area ranked the area’s Stem 
industry and workforce 26th on a list of the 
100 metro areas with the most Stem jobs. 
not only does one in five Kansas city area 
jobs require Stem knowledge and techni-
cal skill, but 52.2 percent of these jobs re-
quire at least a bachelor’s degree.

 For more information on USm’s Stem 
Scholars program, go online to: www.st 
mary.edu/stem.

Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann listens to the 
polyphonic choir Sursum Corda, led by director 
and organist Kevin Vogt, at last year’s Festival 
of lessons and Carols at the Cathedral of St. Pe-
ter in Kansas City, Kansas. 

At right is one of the many unique Nativity 
scenes that was on display at the cathedral last 
year. Check out this year’s offerings on Dec. 5.

university of Saint Mary debuts scholars programtopeka Scout makes eagle
toPeKa — alexander Peter Witt-

man, a  mem-
ber of boy 
Scout troop 11, 
received his ea-
gle Scout award 
in a court of 
honor ceremo-
ny aug. 10 at 
christ the King 
church here.  

For his eagle 
project, Witt-
man refinished 
and replaced 

section marker posts at the topeka 
cemetery. 

Alexander Wittman
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10 Year Members

A Mr. and Mrs. Chris N. Abel, Mr. and 
Mrs. George Abel, Mrs. Ramona B. 
Adams, Mr. and Mrs. Brian Agnew, 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Agnew, Mr. and Mrs. 
James Ajello, Mr. and Mrs. Gregory J. Albers, 
Mr. and Mrs. darrin Andersen, Mr. and Mrs. 
Richard M. Anderson, Mrs. velma Andrisevic, 
Mr. and Mrs. deron A. Anliker, Mr. and Mrs. 
Larry d. Armel, Mr. and Mrs. Christopher 
G. Arth, Mr. and Mrs. donald Arth, Mr. and 
Mrs. Harry J. Arthur Iv, Mr. and Mrs. darryl K. 
Ashley, Col. Robert A. Atkins†, Mr. and Mrs. 
William e. Ault, Mr. and Mrs. david Ayers

B Mr. and Mrs. Chad Babcock, Mr. 
Todd Bachamp, dr. Jay T. Backstrom, 
dr. and Mrs. Randal e. Bagby, Mr. and 

Mrs. John M. Baker, Mrs. Rita A. Baker, Mr. 
and Mrs. Ralph Balaun, dr. and Mrs. Joseph 
R. Barnthouse, Mr. and Mrs. Stephen M. Bar-
thol, Mr. and Mrs. Paul Bartkoski, Mr. and Mrs. 
david d. Barton, Mr. and Mrs. Jim Basgall, Mr. 
and Mrs. Richard W. Bassett, Mr. and Mrs. Jo-
seph Bauman, Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Baumgart-
ner, Mr. and Mrs. Tom Bayliss, Mr. and Mrs. 
daniel F. Beattie, Mrs. Kay Beck, Mr. and Mrs. 
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Lavin, Mr. and Mrs. John d. Laws, Mrs. Sher-
yl Leavey, Mr. and Mrs. Mark S. Ledom, Mr. 
and Mrs. Charles d. Leibbrandt, dr. and Mrs. 
Charles e. Leins, Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Leis, Mr. 
and Mrs. Robert Lemkuhl, Mr. and Mrs. daniel 
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C. Schneider, Mr. and Mrs. Jon e. Schnieders, 
dr. and Mrs. donald F. Scholz, Mr. and Mrs. 
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Jeffrey Shoulta, Mr. and Mrs. Jeff R. Shue, Mr. 
and Mrs. Ralph P. Sibley, Mr. and Mrs. William 
Sichko, Miss Patricia K. Simecka, Mrs. Helen 
Sims, Mr. and Mrs. Paul Sinclair, Ms. Barbara 
H. Sindo, Mr. and Mrs. Andrew F. Sleypen, Mr. 
and Mrs. dwight Sloan, Mr. and Mrs. Greg 
L. Smart, Mr. and Mrs. Craig Smith, Mr. and 
Mrs. donald L. Smith, Mr. and Mrs. duane 
R. Smith, Mr. and Mrs. Francis C. Smith, Mr. 
and Mrs. Gary d. Smith, Mr. and Mrs. Richard 
Smith, Mr. and Mrs. Robert e. Smith, dr. and 
Mrs. Stephen d. Smith, Mr. and Mrs. Steven 
W. Smith, Mr. and Mrs. Michael W. Smoots, 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Sneed, dr. and Mrs. Bruce 
B. Snider, Mrs. Joseph T. Snow, Mr. and Mrs. 
Bruce e. Snyder, Mrs. Ruth M. Sobek, Mr. and 
Mrs. Mike P. Spahalski, Mr. and Mrs. Randal 
R. Spale, Mr. and dr. Tom Spenceri, Mr. and 
Mrs. david A. Staab, Mr. and Mrs. daniel J. 
Stalp, Mr. and Mrs. John R. Stanley, Mr. and 
Mrs. darrell d. Steiner, Mr. and Mrs. dana 
Steinlage, Mr. Ken Stelzer, Mr. and Mrs. doug 
R. Sterbenz, Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Stiles, 
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Stine, Mr. and Mrs. Paul 
Stitz, Mr. and Mrs. Allen R. Strain, Mr. and 
Mrs. don F. Strathman, Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
J. Strathman, Mr. and Mrs. ernest J. Straub 
III, Mr. and Mrs. Philip I. Straub, Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert R. Straub, Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Strauss, Mr. and Mrs. Larry M. Strecker, Mr. 
and Mrs. John W. Streeter, Mr. and Mrs. Fran-
cis Streitman, Mr. Gary Strothman, Mr. and 
Mrs. Wayne Struchtemeyer, Mr. and Mrs. 
donald F. Studnicka, Mr. and Mrs. James 
Stueve, deacon and Mrs. Mark A. Stukel, 
Mr. and Mrs. Rudolph A. Stupar, Mr. and Mrs. 
Matthew J. Stuppy, Mr. and Mrs. Steve Su-
arez, Mr. Stanley S. Subelka, Mr. and Mrs. Lo-
ren Sudbeck, Mrs. Betty Sullivan, Mr. Richard 
J. Sulzen, Mr. and Mrs. Gregory B. Summers, 

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen e. Summers, Mr. and Mrs. 
Terrance M. Super, Mr. Raymond Surbaugh, Mr. 
and Mrs. Steve Suther, Mr. and Mrs. daniel H. 
Sutherland, Mr. and Mrs. david J. Sutton, Mr. 
and Mrs. Gregory d. Svoboda, Mr. and Mrs. Leo 
J. Sweeney, Mr. and Mrs. James Sweet, Mr. and 
Mrs. doug e. Switzer

T dr. Rita R. Tablante, Mr. and Mrs. 
Chris F. Talarico, Mrs. Mary C. Taylor, 
Mr. Richard Teahan, Mr. and Mrs. Phil 

Thacker, Mr. and Mrs. Mark W. Thill, Mr. and 
Mrs. Chris Thompson, Mr. and Mrs. david 
Thompson, Mr. and Mrs. Paul J. Thompson, dr. 
and Mrs. Robert F. Thompson, Ms. Margot A. 
Thornhill, Miss Marjorie L. Thummel, Mr. and 
Mrs. donald K. Tillett, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas M. 
Tomlin, Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Torres, Jr., Mr. 
and Mrs. Jerry Townsend, Mr. William Treu, Mr. 
and Mrs. Gregory J. Trum, Mr. and Mrs. duane 
Tunink, Mr. and Mrs. John Turek, Mr. and Mrs. 
Kevin J. Tushaus

U Mr. and Mrs. Chad underwood

V Mr. and Mrs. Bart vance, dr. and 
Mrs. Matthew A. vander velde, Mr. 
and Mrs. Steve B. vanderweide, Mr. 

and Mrs. victor J. vanwalleghem, Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert venable, Ms. Patricia M. verschelden, 
Mr. and Mrs. John virgo, Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
J. vohs, Father Gerald volz, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph 
J. vyhanek

W Mr. and Mrs. John T. Wagner, Mr. 
and Mrs. Thomas d. Wagner, Mr. 
and Mrs. Hugh T. Wagstaff, Mr. 

and Mrs. edward Wahl, Mr. and Mrs. Terrell 
Walker, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Walsh, Mr. and 
Mrs. Tom J. Walsh, dr. and Mrs. dean Walton, 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas L. Waris, Mr. and Mrs. 
Phillip T. Warson, Col. (ret) and Mrs. William J. 
Weafer, Mr. and Mrs. Brian Weaver, Mrs. Joann 
Weaver, Mr. david Wehner, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph 
J. Weinrich, Jr., Mr. and Mrs. Richard A. Weiss, 
deacon and Mrs. John R. Weist, Mr. and Mrs. 
John Welch, Mrs. Rolande M. Wells, Mr. and 
Mrs. Tim Wenger, Mr. Thomas Westerman, 
Mr. and Mrs. david W. White, Mr. and Mrs. 
Patrick B. White, Mr. and Mrs. Trevor Whit-
ney, Mr. and Mrs. Rodney e. Wichtendahl, Mr. 
and Mrs. George Wicker, Mr. and Mrs. John A. 
Wiedeman, Mr. and Mrs. dennis R. Wierzbicki, 
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory A. Wilcox, Mr. Patrick A. 
Wilkerson, Mr. and Mrs. dwight M. Williams, 
Mr. and Mrs. James P. Williams, Mr. and Mrs. 
James R. Wilson, Ms. Kathy M. Wilson, Mr. and 
Mrs. Christopher M. Winger, Mr. and Mrs. Scott 
Winkler, Mr. and Mrs. Stephen J. Wisdom, Mr. 
and Mrs. John M. Wolters, Mr. and Mrs. Jerry 
Wonderlich, Mr. and Mrs. Lester P. Wuertz, Mr. 
and Mrs. James B. Wunder, Mr. and Mrs. An-
drew M. Wurtenberger, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph 
A. Wurtz, Mrs. Juanita Wymore, Mr. and Mrs. 
Ralph W. Wyndrum

Y Mrs. Sarah ye, Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. 
yoksh, Mr. and Mrs. John yorke

Z Mr. and Mrs. Bernard A. Zarda, Mr. and 
Mrs. Thomas R. Zarda, Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert W. Zarse, Mr. Wayne Zetzman, 

dr. and Mrs. eugene L. Zieha, Mr. and Mrs. Ra-
mon Zielinski, Mr. and Mrs. david N. Zimmer-
man, Mr. and Mrs. Stanley G. Zimmerman, Mr. 
and Mrs. Ronald F. Zishka

A second listing of Crosier 
Society members who 
have contributed this 

year will be published on Nov. 
28. Check the leaven next 
week for mor Crosier Society 
members.

the Crosier Society includes 
all individuals and families 
who respond by gifting 
one percent of their annual 
income or at least $1,000 
to the Archbishop’s Call to 
Share in a given year. We re-
gret any errors or omissions.

to Archbishop Naumann and his suc-
cessors, had his hands anointed with 
sacred chrism, and was ordained by 
Archbishop Naumann through the an-
cient rite of the laying on of hands.

Each of the priests present also laid 
his hands on Father Alba’s head, and 
later embraced him as he was wel-
comed into the order of the presbyter-
ate. 

Msgr. Vince Krische, the retired 
former chaplain/director of the St. 
Lawrence Catholic Campus Center at 
the University of Kansas in Lawrence, 
vested Father Alba. 

Father Alba’s parents, Gerry and 
Grace Alba, brought forward his chal-
ice and paten and were also the first to 
receive Communion from the newly 
ordained priest.  

Master of ceremonies was Msgr. 
Gary Applegate, assisted by Father 
Bruce Ansems and Father John Riley.

A 12-member honor guard was pro-
vided by the Lt. William T. Fitzsimons 
and St. Philippine Duchesne fourth- 
degree assemblies of the Knights of 
Columbus.

“It is a special joy to be able to cel-
ebrate this season of thanksgiving in 
our country, [and] a great gift for our 
church — a new priest,” said Archbish-
op Naumann in his homily. “We do this 
in the context when the church is fo-
cused in a very particular way on the 
family, and the importance of the fam-
ily, and the importance and beauty of 
Christian marriage.”

Archbishop Naumann expressed his 
gratitude to the ordinand’s parents.

“This vocation of Gerard’s springs 
out of the beauty and goodness of the 
family to which you have given life, 
and how the faith has been so import-
ant in your own family life,” said the 
archbishop. “Because of that, you’ve 
planted the seed of faith deeply in Ge-
rard’s heart.” 

“So we thank you for the beauty 
of your married love and for the gift 
that your family is to the church,” he 
continued. “It is normally the course 
that vocations to the priesthood and 
consecrated life spring out of these 

families of faith.”
The archbishop noted that one of 

Father Alba’s gifts was an artist’s eye. 
In fact, the ordination program book-
let featured a piece of the ordinand’s 
original art: a sketch of Jesus wearing 
a crown of thorns.

“I know this image of the crown of 
thorns has a special meaning in your 
own vocational discernment, but it is 
also a beautiful symbol of what Jesus 
was willing to endure so that he might 
rule our hearts,” the archbishop told 
Deacon Alba, “not by the force of au-
thority and power, but by the force of 
mercy and love. And by entering into 

our human condition, he entered into 
our suffering.”

This, he said, is a poignant example 
of what the role of a priest must be 
— to fully share in the life of his pa-
rishioners by sharing in the struggles 
and pain of their lives, and to share the 
Gospel.

Archbishop Naumann also thanked 
those who played major roles in fos-
tering Father Alba’s priestly vocation, 
including Father Ronald Hicks, dean 
of priestly formation at the Universi-
ty of St. Mary of the Lake Mundelein 
Seminary near Chicago; Msgr. Thom-
as Tank, pastor of Ascension Parish 
in Overland Park and Father Gerard’s 
former pastor; and past and current vo-
cation and seminarian directors Father 
Brian Schieber, Msgr. Michael Mullen, 
Father Mitchel Zimmerman, and Fa-
ther Scott Wallisch. 

Archbishop Naumann also noted 
the important roles in fostering Father 
Alba’s vocation played by the St. Law-
rence Center, the Apostles of the Inte-
rior Life, Benedictine College in Atchi-
son and Mundelein Seminary.

Before the dismissal, Archbishops 
Naumann and Keleher received the 
first blessings from Father Alba, fol-
lowed by his parents.

A reception was held in the parish 
center following the ordination Mass.

Father Alba’s first assignment is as 
parochial vicar at Holy Trinity Parish 
in Lenexa, where he has served as dea-
con.

>> continued from page 1

Deacon Gerard Alba lays prostrate before the altar during his ordination to the priesthood on Nov. 
15.

priestly vocation rooted in family support

6    LocaL neWs THeLeAveN.CoM   |    NoveMBeR 21, 2014

By Marc and Julie Anderson
Special to The Leaven

TOPEKA — Abby Werth is only 
11 years old, but she knows the 
secret to really awesome mu-
sic.

The secret? It’s all about the love. 
People who love great music make great 
music for other people to love.

“I just love to sing,” said Abby, a 
member of Topeka’s Most Pure Heart of 
Mary Parish Schola Cantorum. “We’ve 
never sung a song I didn’t like.”

Already, her music tastes are quite re-
fined. Abby’s favorite pieces are in Latin.

“They just seem sweeter,” she said.
But Abby isn’t the only songbird in the 

Werth family. In fact, the entire family is 
involved with the schola: parents George 
and Kathy, plus sisters 13-year-old Annie 
and 15-year-old Mattie.

“[The choir] helps us to grow in our 
relationship with Christ through song,” 
said Annie. “You can praise God a lot 
through music.”

And music helps them better appre-
ciate the Mass.

“I’ve come to understand how beau-
tiful liturgical music is, was and is sup-
posed to be,” said Maggie. “I want to 
share it with others.”

Right now the Schola Cantorum is 
gearing up for a once-in-a-lifetime op-
portunity to share its music in a very 
special way.

The children’s choir of the Schola 
Cantorum has been invited to sing on 
the solemnity of the Epiphany — Jan. 6, 
2016 — at a papal Mass in St. Peter’s Ba-
silica in Rome. There, the Topeka chil-
dren will join the Sistine Chapel Choir 
and children’s choirs from around the 
world.

But it isn’t going to happen unless 

they raise some money. 
A chef trained in Italian cooking has 

agreed to provide fundraising banquets 
and dinners. The first was on Oct. 10, 
and the second will be on Feb. 14, 2015. 
Also, the Schola Cantorum has produc-
ing a Christmas music CD that is now 
available for purchase. 

The schola is also accepting dona-
tions and seeking sponsorships for its 
members.

Naturally, the prospect of going to 
Rome has excited Schola Cantorum 
members.

“I’ll get to see the pope, sing with the 
choir and be at St. Peter’s Basilica,” said 
Abby. “It’s amazing. I’ve read about St. 

Peter and the different popes, and then 
I’ll get to see Pope Francis in person!”

The Schola Cantorum, founded by 
choirmaster Lucas Tappan in the fall of 
2011, is a ministry of Most Pure Heart 
of Mary Parish and its school.  Tappan 
is also director of liturgy and music at 
the parish.

Although established as a liturgi-
cal music program for young people, it 
combined with the parish adult choral 
program in 2013. Currently, the ministry 
has more than 40 children and 30 adults 
in two choirs. The ministry also began 
an organist training program in spring 
2013.

Choir seeking support for Roman adventure

LeAveN PHoTo By MARC ANdeRSoN

Members of the Schola Cantorum, a music ministry and choir school at Most Pure heart of Mary 
Parish in topeka, sing at a Mass this past September. Formed in 2011, the children’s choir now has 
around 40 members and has been invited to sing with the Sistine Chapel Choir and several other 
choirs from around the world on the solemnity of the epiphany in rome in 2016. While in rome, the 
group will also sing for the pope. 

listen live
a concert featuring christmas les-

sons and carols will be held at 4 p.m. 
on dec. 14 at most Pure heart of mary 
church, located at 3601 S.W. 17th St., 
topeka. Freewill offerings will be ac-
cepted.

the ladies and Gentlemen of the 
choir sing every first, third and fifth 
Sunday of the month for 9:30 a.m. 
mass. the children of the choir, joined 
by the Gentlemen of the choir, sing at 
the 11:30 a.m. mass on the aforemen-
tioned Sundays. the Senior choristers 
and the Gentlemen of the choir sing at 
11:30 a.m. mass on the fourth Sunday 
of the month.

Send the Schola 
Cantorum to rome

• A CD of Christmas lessons and 
carols produced by the Schola can-
torum is now available for purchase. 
Prices are $20 for one cd, and $30 for 
two. to purchase the cd, call the par-
ish office at (785) 272-5590. For those 
who live outside of topeka, send an 
email to lucas tappan at: ltappan@
mphm.com, requesting a cd, and then 
send a check to: most Pure heart of 
mary church, attn.: dr. lucas tap-
pan, 1800 S.W. Stone ave., topeka, KS 
66604.

• A St. Valentine’s Day dinner and 
mini-concert will be held on Feb. 14 at 
the most Pure heart of mary Parish 
center. a three-course meal will be of-
fered during two seated servings. the 
cost is $25 per person. tickets can be 
purchased at the parish office. dinner 
times will be announced later.
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While the cel-
ebrat ions 
and tradi-
tions en-

compassing Thanksgiving, 
Christmas and this time 
of year can be joyous and 
beautiful, they can also 
be some of the most over-
whelming and most chal-
lenging, particularly for 
people and families dealing 
with grief. 

 “The holidays are, or can be, very 
stressful times. And dealing with the 
absence of a loved one due to death, 
illness, or separation of any kind can 
add to the stress,” said Sister Loretta 
McGuire, OSB. 

Sister Loretta, a certified grief coun-
selor, offers a five-week group pro-
gram in the weeks leading up to the 
holidays at Keeler Women Center in 
Kansas City, Kansas. 

This type of stress might not be 
something on everyone’s mind, but 
people who have lost a loved one in 
the past year, or even in the past five 
to 10 years, might find this stress to be 
intense. 

“Around the holidays it becomes 
more poignant because there are tradi-
tions they would have with their loved 
ones,” said Mary Vorsten, MA, LCPC. 
“For a lot of people who are grieving, 
the holidays are a more painful time 
for them.”

Traditions ranging from assembling 
Christmas tree decorations, to decid-
ing at whose house dinner is held, to 
the smell of a certain food can all bring 
up memories. 

“People have to be aware that you 
never know what will trigger griev-
ing,” said Vorsten. “It may be a song or 
a scent.”

Vorsten described a client’s story of 
once feeling like her mother was in the 
room at an office party because some-
one was wearing the same perfume. 

“We have to recognize this person 
may suddenly be very sad and weepy 
and we don’t know why,” she said. In 
this kind of situation, it is best to be 
supportive and let the person know 
you are there for them.  

Whether you are personally experi-
encing loss, or in contact with a friend 
or family member who is processing 
grief, it’s important to consider the 
most helpful ways to promote care and 
healing. 

Both Sister Loretta and Vorsten 
strongly advise simplifying. 

“Simplify. Simplify. Simplify. If 
you’re grieving the loss of a loved one, 
don’t feel like you have to do all those 
things you did in the past. You won’t 
have the emotional energy,” said Vor-
sten. 

This could mean having food pre-
pared from a local grocery store, hav-
ing a potluck, or eating food that might 
be considered untraditional holiday 
food, like barbecue. It could also mean 
not having a tree, not attending a cer-
tain ceremony, or moving celebrations 
to a new location, even for just a few 
years. 

Speaking from her work experience 
with bereaved hospice families, Sis-
ter Loretta said, “I have learned that 
it is helpful for families to honor the 
loved one but not to have everything 
the same way as in the years past. I 
learned keeping the holidays simpler 
is less stressful.” 

When redefining holiday traditions, 
communication across generations is 
important. 

Vorsten described a client telling 
her adult children she could not at-
tend the annual Plaza lighting ceremo-
ny without her spouse, saying she “just 
wasn’t up for it this year.” It meant so 
much to her that her children under-
stood. 

“Give people permission to do 
what’s best for them. Say you under-
stand,” said Vorsten. 

In some instances, people feel they 
have to uphold certain traditions for 
younger children. Make an effort to 

reach out to friends and family in this 
situation. Vorsten indicated this situa-
tion as a time when they might need 
someone else to do the cooking or 
decorating. 

“Finding a new normal means it’s 
not the old way, but it’s what you’re 
comfortable with now,” said Vorsten. 

As a friend or family member of 
someone who is grieving, it’s essential 
to move beyond a feeling of unease 
with talking about the loss. 

“We all have this idea — this idea 
that they don’t want to talk about it — 
but that’s our discomfort with bring-
ing it up,” said Vorsten. “It’s very rare 
in my experience that someone won’t 
want to talk.”

Time may be a factor in how much 
the person can or will want to share. In 
some cases, the more recent the loss, 
the more painful it is.

“They may struggle to talk about 
it. They may only be able to cry,” said 
Vorsten. “But they have someone to sit 
with them when they’re crying; they 
need to know we’re praying for them.”

Something specific that can bring 
up grief during this time of year is at-
tending Mass. 

“Religious ceremonies can be very 
tearful, sad, and difficult to attend,” 
said Sister Loretta. “The grieving 
should give themselves permission to 
attend or not, and they should let their 
friends and family know why they are 
not attending.”

Vorsten advised attending at a dif-
ferent time, bringing a friend, or trying 
a daily Mass for a change.

“A daily Mass is shorter and [has] a 
smaller group of people. [It’s] a great 
way to connect with other people on a 
daily basis,” she said. 

Finally, these conversations should 
start with the preparations for Thanks-
giving. Approaching the holiday, con-
sider how you can connect and offer 
help to people who are grieving. 

Perhaps most importantly, “don’t 
leave people alone during the holi-
days,” said Vorsten.  

“Include them in your plans,” she 
added. “It’s really important for family 
and friends to reach out and not leave 
them alone.”

Church of the Ascension, 
overland Park
bereavement Group
Second Saturday of every month 
after 8:30 a.m. mass
contact: Jean hinman at: jhinman@
kcascension.org

Curé of Ars,  leawood
bereavement Support Group
contact: ruth hogan at (913) 649-
2026

Immaculate Conception at 
St. Joseph Parish, leavenworth
bereavement Services 
contact: Georgia Scanlon at (913) 
682-3953

Most Pure Heart of Mary, topeka
christian widow/widower organi-
zation 
Social organization for the wid-
owed, which features cards, bingo, 
bunco, and mass at rotating catho-
lic churches, with dinner following 
at local restaurants
contact marilyn Sanderson at (785) 
235-6656 or doris Patterson at 
(785) 272-0055

St. Patrick Parish
Kansas city, missouri
Grief Support Group
Second Wednesday evening of the 
month 
6:30 p.m. in the conference room of 
the parish office
contact: deacon mike lewis at 
(816) 453-5510

Keeler Women’s Center
Professional counselors and 
counseling interns are available 
by appointment. men and women 
are welcome. call (913) 906-8990 
to do a short intake.  a counselor 
will then call you to schedule an 
appointment.

loCAl 
SuPPortIVe 

SerVICeS 

If you’re grieving this season
1. Simplify. don’t feel as if you have to 
do all the things you have done in the 
past.

2. ask yourself what will nourish you 
spiritually. consider joining a grief group 
or attending an advent retreat.

3. at mass, try sitting in a new place 
or attending at a different time or par-
ish. daily mass can be helpful, too, for 
both the comfort and the contact. Invite 
a friend to go with you.

4. eat healthy, get plenty of sleep, and 
exercise some. 

5. take it one day at a time. 

6. If you feel overwhelmed with holiday 
preparation, consider letting someone 
else do the cooking and/or decorating. 
don’t feel like you have to do either if it 
is too much.

7. try not to isolate yourself. reach out, 
even if sometimes only through social 
media. 

8. If something unexpected triggers 
sadness, know those feelings are oK, and 
give yourself permission to feel them. 

9. try reading the “daily meditation 
book: healing after loss,” thoughts for 
working through grief, by martha Whit-
more hickman.

10. honor persons who have passed 
by cooking their favorite meal, telling 
stories about them, or offering one of 
their belongings to a family member or 
close friend. 

GooD Grief
or, helping the grieving

through the holiday season
By CAITLIN THoRNBRuGH

If you know someone who is 
grieving this holiday season
1. take your friend or family member 
out for a meal, or bring a homemade 
one in, then stay to share it with them. 

2. Write a letter, note, email, or text 
message. 

3. light a candle in remembrance of 
the deceased then let your friend or 
family member know you were thinking 
of them.

3. offer to attend mass with the one 
grieving or invite them to your holiday 
celebration.

4. new traditions begin with some-
one inviting someone to do something! 
extend invitations! remember to reach 
out and not leave someone alone during 
the holidays.

5. talk about the person who has 
passed with family and loved ones. 

6. Use the deceased’s name in conver-
sation. For example, “I’m sure you had 
some wonderful holiday traditions with 
______. What were some of them?”  

7. move past your own discomfort! It 
is not often that you will find someone 
who does not want to talk about the 
person they have lost. Give them per-
mission to talk about their own experi-
ences. 

8. remember to do your own grieving 
work. What are your feelings and mem-
ories of the person?

9. don’t expect them to be happy and 
laughing. let them be where they are. 

10. Know that unexpected things can 
trigger grieving. be supportive of the 
person even if they can’t talk. 
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“I am proud to continue the legacy of
service my grandfather and father 

began in 1946.”

Funeral home  •  crematory  •  memorial chapels  

10901 Johnson Drive
Shawnee, Kansas 66203
Telephone 913-631-5566

Fax 913-631-2236

www.amosfamily.comGregg Amos

leavenWorth — When she died 
here on nov. 7 at age 99, Sister Jeanne 
marie Zeugin was the oldest mem-
ber of the Sisters of charity of leav-
enworth. She served the 
people of God as a Sister of 
charity for 81 years.

Jeanne marie was born 
in leavenworth on march 
15, 1915, one of eight chil-
dren of Joseph anthony and 
Gertrude hartnett Zeugin. 
She graduated from leaven-
worth’s Sacred heart Grade 
School and Immaculata high 
School. Jeanne marie en-
tered the religious commu-
nity of the Sisters of charity of leav-
enworth on Sept. 8, 1933, and, as Sister 
margaret Gertrude, made her profes-
sion of vows on June 18, 1935. She later 
returned to the use of her baptismal 
name.

In her professional life, Sister Jeanne 
marie taught in elementary schools for 
11 years. She supervised the culinary 
department at the motherhouse before 

going to Iowa State Univer-
sity to study dietetics. She 
interned at Good Samaritan 
hospital in cincinnati, re-
turning to leavenworth to 
manage food service for all 
units at Saint mary college 
and the Sisters of charity 
motherhouse, as well as 
teaching nutrition, dietet-
ics, organization and man-
agement to dietetic majors. 
Sister Jeanne marie was the 

head of the dietary departments at St. 
Joseph hospital in denver and Provi-
dence hospital in Kansas city, Kansas, 
before being assigned to St. John hos-
pital in leavenworth. She also served 
for two years as the health services 

representative on the Scl personnel 
board. 

 Sister Jeanne marie received a bach-
elor’s degree in social sciences from 
Saint mary college, leavenworth, and 
fulfilled the requirements for member-
ship in the american dietetic associa-
tion. In 1982, Sister Jeanne marie went 
to the Fort morgan center in denver to 
attain her clinical pastoral education 
credits and returned to St. John hospi-
tal in leavenworth where she worked 
in the pastoral care department from 
1983-1994. She was a volunteer in the 
pastoral ministry program for St. John 
hospital home health from 1994 until 
her retirement in 2001. Sister Jeanne 
marie continued to volunteer in nurs-
ing homes until 2007. 

Survivors include her sisters helen 
bristow and margaret liebeno, both of 
leavenworth; and sister-in-law lillian 
Zeugin.

Howard Jr. and Alice (Becker) Keller, 
members of 
St. charles 
Parish, troy, 
will cele-
brate their 
50th wed-
ding anni-
versary on 
nov. 30. 
they will re-

ceive a marriage blessing during the 10:15 
a.m. mass at St. charles, followed by a 
luncheon from noon to 4 p.m. at the troy 
community center. the couple invites 
their family and friends to attend both 
events. they request no gifts, only your 
presence. the couple was married nov. 
28, 1964, at St. mary church, Purcell.

Dick and Karen (Gere) Clark, mem-
bers of 
Prince of 
Peace Par-
ish, olathe, 
celebrated 
their 50th 
wedding an-
niversary on 
nov. 14. the 
couple was 

married on nov. 14, 1964, at St. Scholas-
tica church, letcher, South dakota. their 
children and their spouses are: rick and 
alison clark, overland Park; todd and lisa 
clark, overland Park; melissa clark, Prai-
rie village; and ryan and angie Kelley, 
olathe. they also have nine grandchildren. 
the couple celebrated in July with a family 
beach trip to outer banks, north carolina.

John and Sandy (Bunck) Tinsley, 
members of 
mother teresa 
Parish, topeka, 
will celebrate 
their 50th wed-
ding anniversary 
on nov. 29 with 
a 4 p.m. mass.  
the couple was 
married at St. 
Joseph church, 
everest, on nov. 

21, 1964. their children and their spous-
es are: Kevin tinsley, topeka; and Kim and 
brian culliss, de Soto. they also have two 
grandchildren.

Charles and Sue (Melton) Laird, mem-
bers of St. mat-
thew Parish, to-
peka, celebrated 
their 50th wed-
ding anniversary 
in July by taking 
their children and 
grandchildren on 
a cruise to alaska. 
they also attend-
ed the archdioce-
san 50th wedding 

anniversary celebration at the cathedral of 
St. Peter in Kansas city, Kansas, in June. the 
couple was married on nov. 28, 1964, at 
assumption church, topeka, by Father tom 
hesse. their children and their spouses are: 
tim and rosemary laird, melbourne, Flori-
da; dan and Suzanne laird, clive, Iowa; mike 
and Katie laird, Gardner; and Patrick laird, 
topeka. they also have 10 grandchildren.

Larry and Alberta (Lierz) Tanking, 
m e m b e r s 
of St. dom-
inic Parish, 
holton, will 
c e l e b r a t e 
their 50th 
w e d d i n g 
anniversary 
on nov. 28. 
the couple 

was married on nov. 28, 1964, by Father 
albert Koestner at St. James church, Wet-
more. their children and their spouses 
are: tony and Karen tanking, hiawatha; 
Greg and Sue tanking, holton; andy and 
Karla tanking, circleville; and audra and 
Jeff Steiner, topeka. they also have 12 
grandchildren and one great-grandson. 
cards may be sent to: 10955 278th rd., 
holton, KS 66436.

ANNIVerSAry PolICy
• The Leaven prints 50, 60, 65 and 70th notices. 
• Announcements are due eight days before the 
desired publication date. 
• Announcements must be typed. 
• They are for parishioners of Catholic parishes in 
the Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas, or for 
those who have resided in the archdiocese for a 
significant period of time. 
Include the following Information:
• The couple’s names; their parish; the date they 
were married; church and city where they were 
married; what they are doing to celebrate; date 
of the celebration; names of children (if desired); 
number of grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 
Send notices to: The Leaven, 12615 Parallel 
Pkwy., Kansas City, KS 66109, attn: anniversaries; 
or send an email to: Todd@theleaven.com. 

Sister Jeanne Marie Zeugin, SCl

Call Toll Free  888-246-1504

Leaven 11-21-14.indd   10-11 11/18/14   4:46 PM



november
“Bye Bye Birdie” will be present-
ed by the students of St. James 
academy, 24505 Prairie Star 
Pkwy., lenexa, in the St. James 

Academy Commons. Performances will 
be held nov. 20, 21, and 22. all show times 
are 7 p.m.  the cost to attend is $10 for 
adults; $5 for students under the age of 
18, as well as for senior citizens. tickets 
may be purchased in advance by visiting 
the St. James academy website at: www.
sjakeepingfaith.org. For more information, 
call (913) 254-4200. 

Ascension Marketplace will be 
held on nov. 21 from 7 - 10 p.m. and 
on nov. 22 from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. at 
Church of the Ascension, 9510 W. 

127th St., overland Park. there will be com-
munity vendors with gourmet candy and  
desserts, handcrafted pottery, women’s 
fashion and accessories, jewelry, handbags, 
home decor, personalized gift items, holiday 
ideas and much more. For more informa-
tion, call (913) 681-3348 or send an email 
to: dmaurer@kcascension.org.

an Advent retreat will be held 
nov. 22 at Sanctuary of Hope 
Prayer and Retreat Center, 2601 
ridge ave., Kansas city, Kansas. 

For more information or to make reserva-
tions, call Julie at (913) 321-4673.

the Strawberry Hill Ethnic Museum and 
Cultural Center, 720 n. 4th St., Kansas 
city, Kansas, is celebrating its 25th anni-
versary sharing the traditions of yester-
year and preserving the ethnic cultures 
of the surrounding areas. the museum 
will celebrate the holiday season from 
nov. 22 through Jan. 26 and is open ev-
ery Saturday and Sunday from noon - 5 
p.m. there will be christmas exhibits, a 
gift shop, tea room, nighttime christmas 
tours, a St. nicholas visit on St. nicholas 
day and more. For more information, con-
tact Strawberry hill museum at (913) 371-
3264.

St. Joseph - St. lawrence Parish will host 
its fall fest on nov. 22 at St. Lawrence 
Hall, 211 W. riley, easton. mass will be 
held at 5 p.m. a soup and chili supper will 

be held from 4 - 7 p.m. turkey and ham 
bingo will follow dinner. there will also be 
a raffle with great prizes and much more.

a memorial liturgy for deceased loved 
ones will be held at 8 a.m. on nov. 22 at 
Curé of Ars Parish, 9401 mission rd., 
leawood. Following the mass, the be-
reavement ministry will hold its month-
ly support meeting in the Father burak 
room. the topic will be “lessons in Grief 
from c.S. lewis.” For more information, 
call (913) 649-2026.

the St. casimir men’s Society will 
host its annual golumbki dinner 
on nov. 23 in the St. Casimir Par-
ish hall, 719 Pennsylvania ave., 

leavenworth. a traditional Polish dinner 
will be served from noon - 3 p.m. the cost 
to attend is $9 for adults; $4 for children 
ages 12 and under. 

Shop for the holidays and support Keeler 
Women’s Center on nov. 23 from noon - 4 
p.m. at Ten Thousand Villages, 7947 Santa 
Fe, overland Park. Fifteen percent of all pur-
chases will support programs and services 
to women coming to Keeler. Sister Judith 
Sutera, oSb, will be available to autograph 
copies of her new book, “the vinedress-
er’s notebook: Spiritual lessons in Pruning, 
Waiting, harvesting and abundance.”

Heritage all-ethnicity food and enter-
tainment festival will be held nov. 23 at 
Rockhurst High School, 9301 State line 
rd., Kansas city, missouri. mass begins at 
10 a.m. in the rose theatre and is followed 
by the festival in the loyola center from 11 
a.m. - 1:30 p.m. attendees will be greeted 
with lively entertainment from around the 
world and authentic foods of many nation-
alities. the cost to attend is $8 for adults; 
$35 for a family. this year, John morris 
will be singing Irish tunes, followed by the 
energizing gospel music of St. monica’s 
choir, the beautiful Fiesta mexicana dance 
troupe, and the lively hrvatski obicaj band 
from eastern europe. don’t miss this all-
you-can-eat annual treat, now in its 25th 
year.

Christ the King Parish, 5973 S.W. 25th St., 
topeka, will host its annual fall festival on 
nov. 23. a turkey dinner will be served from 
11 a.m. - 3 p.m. the cost to attend is $8 for 

adults; $4 for children ages 3 - 11. there will 
also be bingo, carnival games, a silent auc-
tion, a raffle, a holiday store and a sweet 
shop.

December
on the 155th anniversary of 
Abraham Lincoln’s 1859 cam-
paign stop in Atchison, dr. Kim-
berly Shankman, dean of benedic-

tine college and a noted lincoln scholar, 
will talk about that historic visit, the eman-
cipation Proclamation, and other docu-
ments relating to the abolition of slavery. 
attendees will see a first edition of harriet 
beecher Stowe’s “Uncle tom’s cabin” from 
1852; a first printing of lincoln’s emancipa-
tion Proclamation from the 1862 new York 
times; a journal of the Supreme court’s de-
cision on dred Scott; and more. the event 
will take place on dec. 3 at 7 p.m. in the 
Ferrell Academic Center on the campus 
of benedictine college, 1020 n. Second St., 
atchison. there is no cost to attend.

a special advent retreat, entitled “Daring 
to Come into God’s Presence,” will be pre-
sented on dec. 3 from 6:30 - 9 p.m. at Kee-
ler Women’s Center, 2220 central ave., 
Kansas city, Kansas. a light supper will be 
served from 5:45 - 6:30 p.m. the retreat 
will be directed by Sister constance Krstol-
ic, oSb. there will be time for input, shar-
ing, reflection, and prayer. reservations are 
required by calling (913) 906-8990.

the Women of St. Ignatius Com-
munity of Fort Leavenworth will 
host its annual advent retreat, 
entitled “Christ the Word Made 

Flesh,” on dec. 4. the event includes 
keynote speaker dr. mark Zia, eucharis-
tic adoration, confession, mass, a rosary, 
breakfast, lunch, and on-site child care. 
the suggested donation to attend is $25. 
For more information or to register, contact 
the St. Ignatius coordinator at (913) 684-
8992 or send an email to: stignatiuspc@
yahoo.com.

the St. Joseph Medical Center, 
1000 carondelet dr., Kansas city, 
missouri, will host its masquer-
ade jewelry sale dec. 4 - 5 from 

7 a.m. - 5 p.m. in the lower level atrium of 
the hospital. all items on sale are $5. other 
items for sale include personal protection 
products, a bake sale, and watch battery 
replacement. auxiliary proceeds help sup-
port SJmc projects.

the Cathedral of St. Peter, 409 
n. 15th St., Kansas city, Kansas, 
is sponsoring its fourth annual 
Nativity display dec. 6 from 4 

p.m. - 6 p.m. and dec. 7 from 10 a.m. - 3 
p.m.  over 100 unique nativities will be 
on display. come and enjoy a magical ex-
perience that reflects the true meaning 
of christmas.  there is no cost to attend. 
there will also be a bake sale, raffle, and 
refreshments. For more information, call 
terri Schneweis at (913) 558-8285.

Singles of nativity will host its annual 
Christmas dance on dec. 6 from 7 - 11 p.m. 
at the Church of the Nativity, 119th and 
mission rd., leawood. there will be music, 
food and drink. dress code is semiformal. 
the cost to attend is $20 per person at the 
door. For more information, send an email 
to Susana at: susa_marcos@yahoo.com or 
Ken at: skiop@yahoo.com.

Sophia Center, 751 S. 8th St., atchison, 
will host a retreat, entitled “Advent Wis-
dom,” on dec. 6 from 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. Saint 
benedict urges us to see christ in all the 
people and events of our lives. Join Sister 
Judith Sutera, author of liguori Press’ “ad-
vent and christmas Wisdom from St. ben-
edict,” in preparing to welcome the coming 
of christ every day this advent. For more 
information or to register, call (913) 360-
6151 or visit Sophia Spirituality center’s 
website at: www.sophiaspiritualitycenter.
org.

the Serra club of Johnson county 
will host its annual seminarian/
parent Mass and luncheon at 
10:30 a.m. on dec. 29. this annu-

al event is sponsored by five regional Serra 
clubs. Serrans will join archdiocesan semi-
narians and their parents for a mass at As-
cension Church, 9510 W. 127th St., over-
land Park, with celebrant archbishop Joseph 
F. naumann. the mass will be followed by 
lunch. For more information, contact larry 
Sowers by sending an email to: vlang@kc.rr.
com. 
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Wagner’s 
Mud-Jacking Co.
Specializing in Foundation Repairs

Mud-jacking and Waterproofing.  
Serving Lawrence, Topeka 

and surrounding areas.
Topeka (785) 233-3447   

Lawrence (785) 749-1696
In business since 1963

www.foundationrepairks.com

eMPLoyMeNT
Corporate sales/marketing - An educational ministry 
of the Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas is seeking 
a full-time employee to spearhead the new tax credit for 
low-income students scholarship program. Applicants 
must be practicing Catholics in good standing, be able 
to speak authentically about Catholic education, have a 
bachelor’s degree and a minimum of five successful years 
in the corporate sales arena, and be able to facilitate pub-
lic relations to increase awareness of this opportunity. 
The ideal candidate must be able to communicate at the 
executive level, have polished marketing and presenta-
tion skills, and must be able to communicate effectively 
and compassionately with a variety of constituencies, 
including business leaders and families seeking scholar-
ship assistance. An entrepreneurial spirit along with the 
ability to think outside the box is imperative. Interested 
individuals should send an email with cover letter and 
resume to: tcl@archkck.org no later than dec. 5. 

teacher - our Lady of unity School, Kansas City, Kansas, 
is seeking a part-time music, computer or art teacher. 
The part-time ancillary teacher will be responsible for 
grades K-8 on Wed. and Fri. This position can be one of 
three subjects or a combination of two. If interested, 
please contact the principal, Nancy Butters, at (913) 
262-7022.

Groundskeeping – Catholic Cemeteries is seeking an 
individual for a full-time groundskeeping position. Hours 
are Mon. - Sat. Backhoe experience is a plus but not 
needed. Must be a fast learner and flexible on hours. 
Interested individuals should contact Sharon vallejo 
at (913) 371-4040 or email your resume to: svallejo@       
cathcemks.org.

Cook - Full-time position, Fri. - Tues. (days off are Wed. 
and Thurs.), 6 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. At least one year of cook-
ing experience required. duties include serving in the 
dining room. Cedar Lake village is a not-for-profit, faith-
based organization providing independent and assisted 
living for older adults. Cedar Lake village offers a caring 
environment where all residents, their families and em-
ployees are welcomed and valued. We are looking for a 
highly motivated individual with a desire to work with 
the elderly to join our team. Wage range is based on 
experience: $10.25 - $13.78. All qualified applicants will 
receive consideration for employment without regard 
to race, color, religion, gender, national origin, disability, 
protected veteran status or other protected status. To 
apply for this position, please complete an application 
online at: www.good-sam.com.

School nurse - St. Agnes School, 5130 Mission Rd., Ro-
eland Park, is in need of a school nurse. This is a part-
time position, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m., Mon. - Fri. Please contact 
the school at (913) 262-1686 or send resume by email to: 
henn.patrice@stagneskc.org.

executive office administrator - The national office of 
the Ladies of Charity is seeking to fill the position of of-
fice administrator. This is an administrative position that 
requires an independent starter with experience in data 
management, financial procedures, facility in written 
and oral communication, good interpersonal skills and 
familiarity with Word, excel, and some database work in 
Access. The individual should be comfortable with Cath-
olic social teaching and have a bachelor’s degree. Please 
send an email with your resume and references to Gayle 
Johnson at: office@ladiesofcharity.us.

Financial representatives - due to the success and 
growth of the Knights of Columbus, we are adding a fi-
nancial representative in the Kansas City metro, Topeka, 
and Garnett - Greeley area. Ideal for a determined, high 
energy, high expectation, professional, self-disciplined, 
independent individual desiring to serve others, yet earn 
a better-than-average income. We provide top-rated fi-
nancial products to our members and their families and 
will provide excellent benefits and training. Please con-
tact John A. Mahon, general agent, for more information 
or an interview by sending an email to: john.mahon@
kofc.org, by phone at (785) 408-8806 or at 1275 Topeka 
Blvd., Topeka, KS 66612.  

SeeKING eMPLoyMeNT
office work - 53-year-old female retired computer 
teacher looking for part-time office work. Proficient in 
Microsoft office. earned MS and BS degree in business. 
Also has office experience. Specific hours and salary 
negotiable. References available. Call dana at (913) 432-
3869.

SeRvICeS
Agua Fina Irrigation and landscape 
The one-stop location for your project! 

Landscape and irrigation design, 
installation and maintenance. 
Cleanup and grading services 

It’s time to repair your lawn. 20% discount on lawn 
renovations with mention of this ad. 

visit the website at: www.goaguafina.com 
Call (913) 530-7260 or (913) 530-5661

house and office cleaning - Honest, reliable; reason-
able rates. Johnson and surrounding counties. Parishio-
ner of Good Shepherd Church. References available. Call 
(913) 544-6982.

Faith-based counseling to cope with life concerns 
- Kansas City area. Call Mary vorsten, Licensed Clinical 
Professional Counselor, at (913) 909-2002.

Mike hammer local moving - A full-service mover. 
Packing, pianos, rental truck load/unload, storage con-
tainer load/unload, and in-home moving. No job too 
small. Serving JoCo since 1987. St. Joseph, Shawnee, 
parishioner. Call Mike at (913) 927-4347 or send an email 
to: mike@mikehammermoving.com. 

electrician - Free estimates; reasonable rates. JoCo and 
south KC metro. Call Pat at  (913) 963-9896.

Machine quilting - by Jenell Noeth, Basehor. Also, quilts 
made to order. Call (913) 724-1837.

Garage door and opener sales and service - 24-hour, 
7-day-a-week service on all types of doors. Replace bro-
ken springs, cables, hinges, rollers, gate openers, entry 
and patio doors, and more. over 32 years of experience. 
Call (913) 227-4902.

tree service - Pruning trees for optimal growth and 
beauty and removal of hazardous limbs or problem trees. 
Free consultation and bid. Safe, insured, professional. 
Cristofer estrada, Green Solutions of KC, (913) 378-5872. 
www.GreenSolutionsKC.com.

Got a PC virus? error messages? 
Affordable, quick, reliable IT Service. 

Call, text, or email. 
Matt Karlin (816) 876-6619

mattcomputerfix@gmail.com. Sacred Heart Parish

Bankruptcy consultation - If debts are overwhelming 
you, seek hope and help from compassionate, experi-
enced Catholic attorney, Teresa Kidd. For a free consulta-
tion, call (913) 422-0610; send an email to: tkidd@kc.rr.
com; or visit the website at: www.teresakiddlawyer.com. 
We moved! Come check out our new office in Lenexa. 

Complete plumbing and bath
Master plumber for your entire home. Painting, tile 

install, bath remodeling. onyx Collection distributor.
Serving Johnson County for 20 years.

Member Ascension Parish; call Mike at (913) 488-4930.

For QuickBooks help
Call Ann evans
(913) 406-9778

Member of Curé of Ars Parish

Masonry work - Quality new or repair work. Brick, block 
and chimney/fireplace repair. Insured; second-genera-
tion bricklayer. Member of St. Paul Parish, olathe. Call 
(913) 829-4336.

tim the handyman - Small jobs, faucets, garbage dis-
posals, toilets, ceiling fans, light fixtures, painting, wall 
ceiling repair, wood rot, siding, decks, doors, windows, 
and gutter cleaning. Call (913) 526-1844.

HoMe IMPRoveMeNT
the Drywall Doctor, Inc. - A unique solution to your 
drywall problems! We fix all types of ceiling and wall 
damage — from water stains and stress cracks to tex-
ture repairs and skim coating. We provide professional, 
timely repairs and leave the job site clean! Lead-certified 
and insured! Serving the metro since 1997. Call (913) 
768-6655. 

helping hand handy Man - Home maintenance chores 
available by the hour. Special rate for senior and single-          
parent households. electrical, painting, wood refinishing, 
deck repair, yard work, shelving and organizing. Most home 
problems and needs solved. Member of Prince of Peace, 
olathe. Call Mark Coleman at (913) 526-4490.

Fire & water damage restoration - Framing, insula-
tion, painting, and mold treatment. Lead safe certified; 
insured. Serving Wyandotte and Johnson counties for 25 
years. Call Jerry at (913) 631-5241.

Concrete construction - Tear out and replace 
stamped, stained or colored patios and drives. Retaining 
walls, footings, poured-in-place safe rooms, excavation 

and hauling. Asphalt drives and lots. Fully insured; 
references. Call dan at (913) 207-4371 or send an email 

to: dandeeconst@aol.com.

Swalms organizing and Downsizing Service - reduc-
ing Clutter - enjoy an organized home! Basement, 
garage, attic, shop, storage rooms - any room organized!  
Belongings sorted, boxed and labeled, items hauled or 
taken for recycling, trash bagged. For before and after 
photos, visit: www.swalmsorganizing.com. over 20 
years of organizing experience; insured. Call Tillar at 
(913) 375-9115.

StA (Sure thing Always) home repair - Basement fin-
ish, bathrooms and kitchens; interior & exterior repairs: 
painting, roofing, siding, wood replacement and window 
glazing. Free estimates. Call (913) 491-5837 or (913) 579-
1835. email: smokeycabin@hotmail.com. Member of 
Holy Trinity, Lenexa.

local handyman and lawn care - Mowing, painting, 
wood rot, power washing, staining, gutter cleaning, Hon-
ey-do List, HvAC and windows. FRee estimates. Member 
of Holy Angels Parish, Basehor. Call Billy at (913) 927-
4118.

Custom countertops - Laminates installed within 5 
days. Cambria, granite, and solid surface. Competitive 
prices, dependable work. Call the Top Shop, Inc., at (913) 
962-5058. Members of St. Joseph, Shawnee.

DrC Construction
We’ll get the job done right the first time.

Windows - doors - decks – Siding
Repair or replace, we will work with you to solve your 
problems. Choose us for any window, door, siding or 

deck project and you’ll be glad you did. 
everything is guaranteed 100%

(913) 461-4052  www.windowservicesoverlandpark.com
drcconswindows@gmail.com

Detail construction and remodeling - We offer a full 
line of home remodeling services. don’t move — re-
model! Johnson County area. Call for a free quote. (913) 
709-8401. 

NelSoN CreAtIoNS l.l.C.
Home remodeling, design/build, kitchens, baths, all inte-
rior and exterior work. Family owned and operated; over 
25 years experience. Licensed and insured; commercial 

and residential. Kirk and diane Nelson. 
(913) 927-5240; nelsport@everestkc.net

Adept home Improvements
Where quality still counts!

Basement finishing, 
Kitchens and baths, 

electrical and plumbing,
Licensed and insured. (913) 599-7998

home improvements - Thank you to all my customers 
for being patient as I underwent a life-saving liver trans-
plant. If there is new work or warranty work, please don’t 
hesitate to call. We do windows, siding, doors, decks, ex-
terior painting and wood rot. There is no job too big or 
too small. Call Joshua doherty at (913) 709-7230.

house painting
Interior and exterior; wall paper removal. 

Power washing, fences, decks. 
30 years experience. References. Reasonable rates. 

Call Joe at (913) 620-5776.

heating and cooling repair and replacement - Call Joe 
with JB design and Service. Licensed and insured with 
20 years experience. Member of divine Mercy Parish. 
Call Joe at (913) 915-6887. 

el Sol y lA  tIerrA
*Commercial & residential 

* Lawn renovation *Mowing
* Clean-up and hauling

* dirt grading/installation
* Landscape design

* Free estimates
hablamos y escribimos Ingles!!

Call Lupe at (816) 252-3376

CAReGIvING
looking for high quality home care? - Whether you’re 
looking to introduce care for your family or simply look-
ing to improve your current home care quality, we can 
help. our unique approach to home care has earned us 
a 99% client satisfaction rating among the 1,000-plus 
families we have assisted. We are family-owned, with 
offices in Lenexa and Lawrence. Call Benefits of home - 
Senior Care, Lenexa: (913) 422-1591 or Lawrence: (785) 
727-1816 or www.benefitsofhome.com. 

Caregiver - CNA home health care specialist provides 
TLC in the comfort of the client’s residence. Available 24 
hours, affordable, excellent references provided. Non-
smoker. Call (816) 806-8104.

Senior care and helper - I am a registered nurse with a 
master’s degree in nursing and a master’s degree in busi-
ness administration. I obtained my education from the 
university of virginia and the university of Mary. I am a 
husband and a father of a two-year-old son. I enjoy work-
ing with, learning from and exchanging stories with the 
senior population and America’s Greatest Generation. This 
may include but not be limited to nursing care, grocery 
shopping, yard work, medical appointments, companion-
ship, and help around the home. Parishioner of Holy Trinity 
Parish, Lenexa. Call Matt at (913) 522-4938 to set up a no 
obligation meeting to see if we’re a good fit for one an-
other.  

Caregiving - We provide personal assistance, companion-
ship, care management, and transportation to the elderly 
and disabled in home, assisted living and nursing facilities. 
We also provide respite care for main caregivers needing 
some personal time. Call Daughters & Company at (913) 
341-2500 and speak with Laurie, debbie or Gary.

Caregiver - Nursing/companion. I can provide the medi-
cal care and household management experience. Live-in 
considered. Nights or weekends, hourly. 30 years experi-
ence. Call (913) 579-5276.

WANTed To Buy
Will buy firearms and related accessories - one or a 
whole collection. Honest evaluation and top prices paid. 
Contact Tom at (913) 238-2473. Member of Sacred Heart 
Parish, Shawnee. 

ANtIQueS WANteD - I buy older wrist- and pocket 
watches, silverware, antique toy banks, crock jugs, post-
cards and photographs, Babe Ruth autographs, pharma-
ceutical drug store soda fountain and military items. Call 
(913) 642-8269 or (913) 593-7507.

Wanted to buy - Lionel trains. Call (913) 485-6700.

Wanted to buy - Antique/vintage jewelry, lighters, 
fountain pens, post card collections, paintings/prints, 

pottery, sterling, china dinnerware. 
Renee Maderak, (913) 631-7179. 

St. Joseph Parish, Shawnee

FoR SALe
For sale - At Resurrection Cemetery, two easements in 
mausoleum. Contact A. Kelly at (913) 649-9691.

For sale - Tandem crypt in mausoleum at Mount Calvary 
Cemetery. Today’s selling price is $7,935; offering this 
space for $6,000. Contact Marcie at (913) 712-8124.

Max’s rosaries - Custom-made locally for all occasions 
– first Communion, confirmation, baptism, graduation. 
Rosary bracelets and beaded earrings too! I also do re-
pairs. Member of the Church of the Ascension, overland 
Park. Call (913) 400-3236.

residential lifts - Buy/sell/trade. Stair lifts, porch lifts, 
ceiling lifts and elevators. Recycled and new equipment. 
Member of St. Michael the Archangel Parish, Leawood. 
Call Silver Cross KC at (913) 327-5557. 

FoR ReNT
house for rent - Long Street In Shawnee, close to St. Jo-
seph Church. 1 entry level bedroom, 1 large loft bedroom. 
Kitchen with dishwasher. House recently remodeled, 
basement, garage with opener, large yard, very quiet, 
secure neighborhood. No smoking/no pets. Please call 
(913) 238-2470. Serious interest only. owner is member 
of Sacred Heart Parish, Shawnee.

vACATIoN
2015 spring break resort condo - Close to all orlando 
attractions, including disney World, universal Studios, 
and Sea World. March 14-21, 2015. 2 BR sleeps 8, full 
kitchen, pool, lake, family-oriented. Golf/shopping near-
by. Call (816) 716-4676.

Branson getaway - Walk-in condo on Pointe Royale Golf 
Course. Sleeps 6. Close to lakes and entertainment. Fully 
furnished. Pool and hot tub available. No cleaning fee. 
Nightly and weekly rates. discounts available. Call (913) 
515-3044.

ReAL eSTATe
Wanted to buy: I Need HouSeS! I buy them as is, with 
no repairs. you can even leave behind what you don’t 
want. We buy houses that need foundation or roof repair. 
All sales are cash with no strings attached. Please call 
Mark edmondson at (913) 980-4905. Holy Trinity Parish 
member.  

MISCeLLANeouS
our lady of hope. Catholics with an Anglican and Meth-
odist heritage. Formal and friendly. visitors welcome.  
Mass Saturdays at 4 p.m., St. Therese Little Flower, 5814 
euclid, Kansas City, Mo. Fulfills Sunday obligation. Father 
ernie davis. dr. Bruce Prince-Joseph, organist. For more 
information, send an email to:  frernie3@gmail.com or call 
(816) 729-6776. 
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Want to help someone heal 

from an abortion?

Call Toll Free  888-246-1504

Center Stage P hotography

www.centerstagephotos.net    913.271.0703
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Because of the fight-
ing currently taking 
place in Syria and 
Iraq, many people 

have fled from their homes. 
Some have found refuge 
in neighboring Turkey or 
Jordan. It is a huge humani-
tarian crisis. 

Warfare is the main rea-
son why people end up as 
refugees. It is also a major 
cause of famine. People 
uprooted from their land 
cannot tend their crops or 
feed themselves.

This unfortunate fact has 
held true throughout all hu-
man history. When the Bab-
ylonian empire conquered 
the kingdom of Judah in the 
6th century B.C., that coun-
try was thrown into turmoil. 
Many people went into ex-
ile. We sometimes call that 
the Babylonian Captivity.

The prophet Ezekiel 
probably has this in mind 

when he refers to the 
scattered sheep in that 
passage which we will hear 
as Sunday’s first reading, Ez 
43:11-12, 15-17. Ezekiel himself 
was living in Babylonia at 
the time. As such, he had 
firsthand knowledge of the 
difficulties of those in exile. 

In this prophecy, God is 
speaking about the people 
of Israel, who have been 
suffering much. As a good 
shepherd, God promises to 

come to their help:
“I will rescue them from 

every place where they were 
scattered. . . . The lost I will 
seek out, the strayed I will 
bring back, the injured I will 
bind up, the sick I will heal.”

The exiles hearing this 
prophecy would have eas-
ily applied it to their own 
experiences. It would have 
offered them the hope of a 
new life, a better life. 

In our own day and age, 
we sometimes tend to spiri-
tualize this passage. We cor-
relate it to our experience 
of sin. After all, sin causes a 
spiritual injury to the soul. 
Through sin, we stray from 
God, like a lost sheep.

There is nothing wrong 
about this amplified inter-
pretation of Scripture. It 
reminds us of the richness 
of meaning that we can find 
there. We go beyond the 
meaning that Scripture held 

for the original listeners to 
apply it to our own situa-
tion, to discover the mean-
ing that it has for us.

At the same time, it is im-
portant to uncover the orig-
inal meaning. That can only 
increase our understanding, 
and broaden the scope of its 
application.

For example, we can 
apply the passage from 
Ezekiel’s prophecy, not only 
to our own experience of 
sin, but also to the experi-
ence of war refugees in our 
world. For them, Ezekiel’s 
prophecy promises a new 
life — free from the suffer-
ings of their present one —
in a physical sense, not only 
spiritually.

In any case, both for war 
refugees and for us, Eze-
kiel’s prophecy offers us 
hope for healing. It assures 
us of God’s care for us, as a 
loving shepherd.

I haven’t had a chance to 
check the TV listings 
closely, but I’m hoping 
that the Hallmark Chan-

nel televises this heartwarm-
ing holiday story:

A recently retired couple 
relocated to Phoenix from the 
East Coast to enjoy a warmer 
climate in their golden years. 
The wife was particularly 
downcast, though, as Thanks-
giving was approaching and 
the kids were not coming to 
celebrate the holiday — for 
the first time ever. School 
and work commitments were 
keeping them busy at their 
respective locations.

Concerned about his wife’s 
increasingly depressed mood, 
the father decides to call his 
son in New York a couple 
of days before Thanksgiv-
ing. When the son answers, 
the father says, “I hate to 
ruin your day, but I have to 
tell you that your mother 
and I are getting a divorce. 
Fifty-five years of misery is 
enough!”

“Pop,” the son gasps into 
the phone. “What in the 
world are you talking about?”

“We can’t stand the sight 
of each other any longer,” 
says the father. “The move 
out here to Phoenix just 
made that clearer. We’re sick 
of each other, and I’m sick of 
talking about this. So, you can 

call your sister in Chicago 
and tell her if you want.”

Frantic, the son calls his 
sister who, when she hears 
the news, goes ballistic.

“There is NO WAY they’re 
getting divorced, “ she shouts 
into the phone. “I’ll take care 
of this.”

She immediately calls 
Phoenix and, when she hears 
her father’s voice, bursts out 
with, “You and Mom are 
NOT getting divorced. Don’t 
you dare do a single thing 
until I get there. I’m calling 
my brother back, and we’ll 
both be there tomorrow. Un-
til then, don’t you dare do a 
thing. DO YOU HEAR ME?” 
Angrily, she hangs up.

At that, the man turns to 
his wife and says, “OK, cheer 
up, honey. It’s settled. The 
kids ARE coming for Thanks-
giving this year. And, best of 

all, they’re paying their own 
way!”

Doesn’t that just bring a 
tear to your eye? 

I hope that when you gath-
er with family and friends 
during Thanksgiving there’s 
an abundance of laughter, 
memories and gratitude. A 
great way to begin that day 
is by attending Mass. After 
all, who is the source of all 
the bounty that we celebrate? 
Ultimately, it’s the Lord. 

And I’m sure that my 
parish is not unique in this, 
but at Thanksgiving morning 
Mass, our parishioners come 
forward at the offertory and 
bring gifts of nonperishable 
goods and personal hygiene 
items, which are then placed 
in front of the altar. Later, 
those donations are delivered 
to the Good Shepherd Thrift 
Store, a ministry run by mem-
bers of the various church-
es in town. When I start 
Thanksgiving Day by being 
grateful to God and sharing 
something with the poor, I 
know I’ve already celebrat-
ed it in a most appropriate 
fashion.

Thanksgiving Day, to me, 
is something that should be 
savored and never rushed. 
With that in mind, here are a 
few activities that may help 
your celebration be some-
thing that people will linger 

over.
• Watch the Macy’s 

Thanksgiving Day parade 
as a group and marvel at the 
creativity on display there.

• Unless your meal is ter-
ribly formal, put down some 
butcher paper as a tablecloth, 
along with crayons by every-
one’s place setting. In be-
tween the various courses, let 
guests color, doodle or simply 
create some artistic master-
pieces. After the meal when 
the dishes are cleared, display 
this work of art . . . provided 
it can be seen through the 
gravy stains. 

• Before a formal meal 
prayer, or maybe in place of 
it, do a litany of gratitude. 
Invite each person around the 
table to mention one thing 
that they are grateful for and 
respond to each with: “God, 
we thank you!” Go around 
the table a couple of times at 
least.

• Take plenty of time to 
share family memories and 
stories, both serious and fun-
ny. And be open to noticing 
and remembering new ones 
as they take shape.

Incidentally, if someone 
says they’re too busy to come 
over for Thanksgiving, give 
the father’s “divorce ploy” a 
try. Who knows? They may 
even end up paying their own 
way!
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father 
MARK GoLdASICH
Father Mark Goldasich is the pastor of 
Sacred Heart Parish in Tonganoxie. He 
has been editor of The Leaven since 1989.

MArK My WorDS

prophecy applies both literally and figuratively

father MIKe STuBBS
Father Mike Stubbs is the pastor of 
Holy Cross Parish in overland Park and 
has a degree in Scripture from Harvard 
university.

IN the BeGINNING

SCrIPture reADINGS

THIRTy-FouRTH WeeK 
IN oRdINARy TIMe

Nov. 23
ouR LoRd JeSuS CHRIST, 
KING oF THe uNIveRSe
ez 34: 11-12, 15-17
Ps 23: 1-3, 5-6
1 Cor 15: 20-26, 28
Mt 25: 31-46

Nov. 24
Andrew dung-Lac, priest, martyr, and his 
companions, martyrs
Rv 14: 1-3, 4b-5
Ps 24: 1b-4b, 5-6
Lk 21: 1-4

Nov. 25
Catherine of Alexandria, virgin, martyr
Rv 14: 14-19
Ps 96: 10-13
Lk 21: 5-11

Nov. 26
Wednesday
Rv 15: 1-4
Ps 98: 1-3b, 7-9
Lk 21: 12-19

Nov. 27
Thanksgiving day
Sir 50: 22-24
Ps 138: 1-5
1 Cor 1: 3-9
Lk 17: 11-19

Nov. 28
Friday
Rv 20: 1-4, 11 —21: 2
Ps 84: 3-6a, 8a
Lk 21: 29-33

Nov. 29
Saturday
Rv 22: 1-7
Ps 95: 1-7b
Lk 21: 34-36
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www.theleaven.com

FacebooK
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tWItter
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YoUtUbe
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StorY IdeaS
anita@theleaven.com

calendar notIceS
calendar@theleaven.com

annIverSarY notIceS
todd@theleaven.com

eaGle ScoUtS
todd@theleaven.com

advertISInG
julie@theleaven.com

PoPe FrANCIS
as world leaders prepared to meet in austra-

lia to continue looking at ways to improve the 
global economy, Pope Francis asked them “not 
to forget that many lives are at stake” behind 
their discussions and decisions. the measure of 
success of the Group of 20 heavily industrial-
ized and emerging-market countries will not be 
found in statistics, but in “real improvements in 

the living conditions of poorer families and the 
reduction of all forms of unacceptable inequali-
ty,” the pope said in a message. the pope’s mes-
sage to australian Prime minister tony abbott, 
host of the nov. 15-16 leaders’ summit, was re-
leased nov. 11 at the vatican. “throughout the 
world, the G-20 countries included, there are 
far too many women and men suffering from 
severe malnutrition, a rise in the number of the 
unemployed, an extremely high percentage of 

young people without work and an increase in 
social exclusion which can lead to criminal ac-
tivity and even the recruitment of terrorists,” 
the papal message said. the members of the 
G-20 are: argentina, australia, brazil, canada, 
china, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, 
Japan, South Korea, mexico, russia, Saudi ara-
bia, South africa, turkey, the United Kingdom, 
the United States and the european Union.

— CNS

are we ever too busy for thanksgiving?
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“What’s 
your 
par-

ish?” I love to ask 
that question. 

When I meet someone 
new that is Catholic, it’s 
one of the first things I ask. 
There’s something about 
being able to tie someone to 
a particular community that 
I relish. 

For better or worse, we 
are affected greatly by the 
company we keep and no 
one lives in a vacuum. Each 
parish is so unique in history 
and personality. A parish 
really is like a family — with 
all the joys, trials, triumphs 
and dysfunctions. Like a 
family, each parish adapts to 

the unique environment in 
which it is planted. There are 
no cookie-cutter parishes. 
However, each parish has the 
same mission: to be a center 
of missionary outreach, 
centered on the Eucharist, at 
service to the poor.

Pope Francis claimed in 

“Evangelii Gaudium” that 
“the parish is not an outdated 
institution; precisely because 
it possesses great flexibility, 
it can assume quite different 
contours depending on the 
openness and missionary 
creativity of the pastor and 
the community.” 

He then noted: “In all its 
activities the parish encour-
ages and trains its members 
to be evangelizers. It is a 
community of communities, 
a sanctuary where the thirsty 
come to drink in the midst of 
their journey, and a center of 
constant missionary outreach. 
We must admit, though, that 
the call to review and renew 
our parishes has not yet suf-
ficed to bring them nearer to 
people, to make them envi-
ronments of living commu-
nion and participation, and 

to make them completely 
mission-oriented” (28).

In an effort to help our 
parishes in the Archdiocese 
of Kansas City in Kansas 
better review and renew their 
missionary efforts, the office 
of evangelization has devel-
oped a tool we call “Crowds 
to Three.” 

This tool attempts to help 
parishes view their mission-
ary outreach through the 
template of Our Lord’s own 
approach. Jesus did outreach 
with four distinct groups: 
the crowds, the 72 disciples, 
the Twelve Apostles and 
his three closest collabora-
tors: Peter, James, and John. 
While he spent time with all 
four groups, Jesus invested 
the most time and formation 
in the few rather than the 
many.

For a parish, there is a 
clear analogy. The “crowds” 
are everyone who lives in a 
parish’s boundaries — Cath-
olic or not. 

The “72” are the commit-
ted members of the parish 
already in the pews. The 
“Twelve” are the groups that 
exist in the parish that are 
intentionally formed to make 
disciples. The “three” are just 
that: three individuals that 
are being more intentionally 
formed to be fruitful disciple- 
makers. 

Outreach to each group 
takes on a particular form. 
When discerning missionary 
outreach opportunities, a 
pastor and his team have the 
opportunity to consider what 
Our Lord’s approach looks 
like in their unique parish. 

parish structure perfect for Jesus’ style of outreach

cleansing our culture’s sexual woundedness with living waters

Soon in Kansas, 
despite the 
majority who 

voted to ban same-
sex “marriage,” a few judges 
may compel our great state 
to legally sanction same-sex 
unions.  Such a ruling will be 
a gut check for all Christians 
as we resolve how we listen to 
and love those who self-iden-
tify as gay and lesbian.     

As Catholics, we are called 
to love all people. However, 
we also know that you can 
never love a person by con-
firming him or her in a sin. 
Sin always turns us away from 
God, bringing misery and 
death. Jesus loved and dia-
logued with the woman at the 

well despite her promiscuity, 
but he loved her by calling 
her away from that lifestyle. 
As Christians, we can’t bless 
a homosexual union any 
more than Christ would have 
blessed that woman or her 
“marriages” as polysexual.  

However, it is not enough 

to say to the same-sex at-
tracted, “That kind of sex is 
a yucky sin, so don’t do it.”  
Always, there are deep emo-
tional and spiritual wounds 
that underlie a same-sex 
attraction.  And guess what?  
They are the same kinds 
of emotional and spiritual 
wounds that lead most of us 
into sin and dysfunction in 
our relationships.

Thus, we are pleased to 
bring the Living Waters pro-
gram to a Catholic parish in 
Kansas City. Living Waters is 
an intense 20-week program 
that helps persons restore 
their relational integrity 
through the broken body of 
Christ.  It is a cross-centered 
pastoral care opportunity for 
all Christians seeking to over-

come obstacles to offering 
themselves as good gifts in 
chaste, healthy relationships. 

Drawing upon the Divine 
Mercy encounters of St. 
Faustina, St. John Paul II’s 
theology of the body, and a 
host of transformed lives, 
the group seeks wholeness 
together through honest ad-
mission of brokenness.

This confidential, in-depth 
prayer/teaching group is for 
men and women, those married 
and single. Living Waters 
includes persons facing sexual 
addiction, unwanted same-sex 
attraction, a history of sexual 
abuse and other relational 
wounds, or family members 
impacted by these problems.

Living Waters’ author 
Andrew Comiskey will lead a 

team of eight persons running 
this group. Living Waters will 
run for 20 weeks on Wednes-
day evenings from 7 - 9:30 
p.m., starting Jan. 14, 2015, at 
St. Thomas More Parish in 
Kansas City, Missouri. Inter-
ested in applying? Send an 
email to Comiskey at: More 
livingwaters@gmail.com, or 
call Becky at (816) 550-3655. 
They will set up a one-time 
meeting with you to see if 
Living Waters is right for you. 

Like the woman at the well, 
Christ, through the sacra-
ments and the prayerful sup-
port of his body, the church, 
offers us living waters. These 
healing waters flow into all 
our brokenness so that we 
may be restored. Come to the 
water.

Do uNto otherS

bill SCHoLL
Bill Scholl is the archdiocesan consul-
tant for social justice. you can email 
him at: socialjustice@archkck.org.

father
ANdReW STRoBL
Father Andrew Strobl is the 
archdiocesan director of 
evangelization.

CAlleD to DISCIPleShIP

AUTOMATIC 
DOOR LIFT CO.
GaraGe door and oPener SaleS and ServIce

913-381-3515 
913-227-4902

$25 oFF                                                                                                         $100 oFF neW
neW oPenerS                                                                                         GaraGe doorS                                                       

OTHER SERVICES OFFERED
PatIo door rePaIr / entrY doorS / Storm doorS / WIndoWS / remodelInG

32 YearS 
eXPerIence

SenIor 
dIScoUnt

FOUNDATION REPAIR
Cracked • Bowed • Settled Wall 
repair
v Wall Bracing
v Waterproofing
v Steel Underpinning

MUD JACKING                
 raise & level
v Patios  v Drives  
v Garage Floors
v Slab Houses

Kansas City                                  Lawrence Topeka
(913) 262-9352                             (785) 865-0006 (785) 246-0128

KEATING Mud Jacking
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By Joe Bollig
joe@theleaven.com

K
ANSAS CITY, Kan. — 
What does a God-blessed 
land look like? To a dis-
placed people from South-
east Asia, it looks like Kan-
sas.

For the past four or five years, refu-
gee families from the Chin ethnic group 
of Western Myanmar (formerly Burma) 
have found new lives in Kansas City, 
Kansas.

Many Chin are Protestant, but some 
are Catholic. Until a delegation of Chin 
knocked on the door of St. Patrick Parish 
in April 2013, pastor Msgr. Michael Mul-
len didn’t even know there were Catholic 
Chin living in the area.

From that time on, the Chin have be-
come a vital part of St. Patrick Parish. 
The St. Patrick Chin community now 
consists of about 30 families.

“Our par-
ish has gained 
from the pres-
ence of Chin 
Catholics, be-
cause of their 
faith and open-
ness to family 
and children,” 
said Msgr. Mul-
len. “That’s 
inspiring. Any 
p a r i s h i o n e r 
here who has 
become famil-
iar [with them] 
has become in-
spired.”

 For a lit-
tle more than 
a year, the 
Catholic Chin 
have been 
meeting at St. 
Patrick Parish 
for Mass and 
social events. 
Twelve Chin 
children are 
enrolled in 
grades kinder-
garten through 
eighth in the 
parish school, 
and another 10 
are in the early 
education pro-
gram. 

The warm 
welcome and 

integration of the Chin into the parish led 
to a visit in early fall by an old friend to 
many Chin: Bishop Lucius Hre Kung, of 
the Diocese of Hakha in the Chin State.

 “We never dreamed this would hap-
pen,” said Bishop Hre Kung, himself an 
ethnic Chin.

“It’s so nice when they come here, 
with their community and culture,” he 
continued. “And the state is amazingly 
accepting — especially the church — 
hosting them with open arms.  This re-
ally makes a strong impression. God may 
bless this land and this church.”

The establishment of a Chin Catholic 
community in the archdiocese had led 
Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann to invite 
Bishop Hre Kung to investigate the pas-
toral needs of the Chin here in the arch-
diocese. And while he was in the country 
(from Aug. 10 to Sept. 1), the bishop also 
visited Chin Catholics in Tulsa, Oklaho-
ma; Baltimore; Buffalo, New York; Jack-
sonville, Florida; and Des Moines, Iowa.

“They were really happy to see me,” 
said Bishop Hre Kung, of his welcome by 
the St. Patrick Chin parishioners. 

“Some cried. They thought they 
would no longer see me,” he said. “Some 
were [former] boarding students with 
me, so they remember their past lives. 
They long to see me and hear me.”

Two of the greatest challenges faced 
by the Catholic Chin are living and pass-
ing on their faith. This is made more dif-
ficult because most Chin adults do not 
speak English. For a while, the Catholic 
Chin associated with Protestant Chin at 
a local Baptist church. 

“When [the Chin] first came here, 
they were looking for a stable place 
where every Sunday they could come to 
a Catholic setting and worship together,” 
said Msgr. Mullen. “They said, ‘We want 
to hand on the faith to our children.’

“They also wanted to have the sacra-
ments, so that the idea of Mass, the Holy 
Father, the role of the bishop, the vener-
ation of the saints, the creed — all those 
things Catholic — would remain clear 
and strong. They felt, from prior experi-
ence, if they weren’t meeting in a Catho-
lic setting, those things would fade.” 

Although the Chin are deeply grate-
ful for all that Msgr. Mullen has done for 
them, they have a great desire to pray and 
receive the sacraments in the Chin lan-
guage. 

The sacrament of reconciliation, for 
example, becomes very difficult because 
of the language barrier. 

“The bishop celebrated Mass . . . and 
before Mass [it was announced the bish-
op would hear confessions], and at least 
15 people stood up right away,” said Msgr. 
Mullen. “There is a need for ministry, and 
all the sacraments . . . and for catechesis.”

Many of them had not been to confes-
sion for years because of language diffi-
culties, said Bishop Hre Kung.

To meet this pastoral need, Bishop 
Hre Kung and Archbishop Naumann dis-
cussed the possibility of the Diocese of 
Hakha sending a Chin priest to the Arch-
diocese of Kansas City in Kansas. 

“The archbishop is very positive about 
this,” said Bishop Hre Kung.

The Chin are very self-sufficient, said 
Msgr. Mullen. They look out for each 
other, organize themselves and do things 
to improve their situation. 

“Their leaders are providing social 
services to their community, such as 

translation,” said Msgr. Mullen. “And 
Catholic Charities is helping, too, provid-
ing English classes.”

Assisted with a grant from Catholic 
Charities, the Chin began a three-quarters 
of an acre garden at the parish. They’ve also 
pooled their money to buy a van to trans-
port children to the school. On the van’s 
side is a proud announcement: St. Patrick 
Catholic Chin Community.

Will more Chin come to St. Patrick 
Parish? That’s very possible, said Bishop 
Hre Kung. New Chin families continue to 
join the parish.

“We have some in India and Malay-
sia,” said the bishop. “The target desti-
nation may be here, because there is al-
ready a community, and [because of] the 
wondrous welcome and hospitality with 
this archdiocese.”

Myanmar bishop visits former flock

Bishop lucius
hre Kung

• Age 55
• Ordained a priest: 
Feb. 23, 1989 
• Appointed bishop: 
oct. 19, 2013
• Profile: He was 
born in the village of 
thantlang township. 
he studied philoso-
phy and theology at 
the national major 
Seminary in manda-
lay and rangoon. he 
has served in tedim, 
hnaring and hakha. 
he was vicar gener-
al and rector of the 
cathedral in hakha, 
and is the second 
bishop in the history 
of the diocese. 

SouRCeS: CATHoLIC-HIeRARCHy.
oRG; CHINLANdGuARdIAN.CoM)

Bishop lucius hre Kung chats with Msgr. Mike 
Mullen during a celebration in the bishop’s hon-
or in the St. Patrick Parish hall in Kansas City, 
Kansas, in August.

DIoCeSe oF hAKhA
• Erected Nov. 21, 1992
• Located in the Chin State, north-
west myanmar, bordering India
• Area: 10,628 square miles, mostly 
mountainous
• Population: Catholics number 
30,959 out of a total population of 
718,998.
• Priests: 61 incardinated, 8 working 
outside the diocese and 4 studying 
abroad.
• Parishes: 37
• Religious congregations: 4
• Religious: men, 2; women, 75
• Catechists: full time, 113; part 
time, 98
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